Calendar

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30
First Sunday of Advent
9:00AM—Sunday School
10:00AM—Worship Service (Sanctuary)
7:30PM—Women’s Bible Study (E205)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1
9:00AM- 3:00PM— Wood Shop Office Hours
12:00PM—The Advent Tree Conversation
(Zoom)
6:00PM—Care & Connections Ministry
(E205)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
7:30AM—Men’s Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)
9:00AM—Yoga (Parlor)
10:30AM—H3 Hunter (E205)
10:30AM—Staff Meeting (E102)
12:00PM—The Advent Tree Conversation
(Zoom)
4:00PM—Education Ministry (E205)
5:30PM—Service & Benevolence Ministry
(E205)
5:30PM—Worship Ministry (S211)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3
9:00AM- 3:00PM— Wood Shop Office Hours
10:00AM—H3-The Chosen (Member’s
Home)
11:00AM—B365 Black/Roberts
12:00PM—The Advent Tree Conversation
(Zoom)
4:00PM—Book Discussion (E201)
6:00PM—B365 Skidmore/Beckham (E205)
7:00PM—Chancel Choir (Choir Room)

THURSDAY., DECEMBER 4
9:00AM—Yoga (Parlor)
9:30AM—H3 Collins (S211)
12:00PM—FLPCafe (Fellowship Hall)
12:00PM—The Advent Tree Conversation
(Zoom)
1:00PM—Mahjong Group (Library)
5:30PM—Property Ministry (E205)

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5
Middle School Retreat

SATURDAY. DECEMBER 6
Middle School Retreat

FLPC Livestream Team :

I Billy Agee, Ryan Bailey, Zachary Barr,
I Jeff Dahlin, Stewart Grinton

Worship Notes

This week, how will I live out God’s love and God’s peace?
What’s one thing I can do?

*PLEASE BE AWARE we live stream our worship and
our services are video-recorded.

*CHILDCARE is provided for all infants and children 6
years and younger.

*LARGE PRINT HYMNALS, BIBLES, AND
BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE. Please ask an usher if
you would like to use one during our service.

*HEARING SYSTEM available for those who are
hearing impaired. You may bring your own earbuds to
plug into the receiver if you would like. Please ask an
usher.

*RESTROOMS are located in the Narthex, the
Connecting Point Hallway, and behind the sanctuary
adjacent to the elevator. All restrooms are wheelchair
accessible. An usher will be glad to direct you.

**PLEASE REMEMBER TO SILENCE YOUR CELL
PHONE**

Office Hours are Monday— Thursday 8:30—4:30
6500 N. Trenholm Road Columbia, SC 29206

flpc.org 803-787-5672

NOVEMBER 30, 2025 | THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD

WELCOME

PRELUDE “Sleepers, Wake! A Voice Astounds Us”
J.S. Bach

Frances Webb, guest organist

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - Joy and Peace
Anne Walker and Judy Harriman

*CALL TO WORSHIP

All is not Calm! And there is more war than peace in us and in our world; more sadness
than joy.
So we light a candle for Joy and Peace! Be born anew in our hearts, Lord
Jesus!

*HYMN NO. 88 (verses 1-4) “0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION based on Luke 1:26-38

Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, your plan for us is revealed in the person of
Jesus Christ, and you invite us to obedience, to humility, to love and to service. But
our plans often don’t include your agenda. We look to the wealthy and powerful for
answers. You gave the answer to a teenager in Nazareth. We believe that we are in
control of our lives, and Mary was willing to accept your plan for her life instead. We
confess that we are rarely willing to let go of our plans and dreams to serve your
purpose. Forgive our selfish desire for control. Forgive our Sin and let it be with us
according to your plan. Amen.

The Advent Wreath:
liturgical color for the
season of Advent is
purple. Purple is a color
often associated with
royalty and reminds us
that we are preparing to
welcome a king! The
Advent Wreath, at the
front of the sanctuary,
has four purple candles;
one for each of the
Sunday’s of Advent. The
middle candle is white
and is called the Christ
Candle. We will light this
candle on Christmas Eve
and then it will remain in
our sanctuary until
Easter.

The Crismon Trees:
Chrismon trees are
Christmas trees covered
with symbols that teach
us about Christ’s life,
death and resurrection.
FEach decoration tells a
story and reminds us of
who Christ is and what
God'’s plan for the world
includes. Please feel free
to examine the symbols
on the trees.

When this symbol *
precedes an element of
the service, please rise in
body or spirit.

Bold print is an
invitation for the whole
congregation to
participate in worship
by reading in unison.



An assurance of
pardon is one way of
claiming God'’s
promised forgiveness
and grace. We
believe that when we
repent of our sin and
ask God to forgive us
that God does in fact
forgive us. We don’t
need a preacher or
priest to ask on our
behalf. God deals
with us directly as
believers who seek to
love and to follow.

Learning to worship
takes time, and we
include our youngest
members in worship
by inviting them to
the front for Time
with Young
Disciples. We are
patient with young
disciples learning to
worship because
God is patient with
those of us who are
older who are also
learning to worship
God.

The Lord’s Prayer
offers a good
summary of much of
Jesus’ teachings.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 1 John 4:9-10

God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world
so that we might live through him.
In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.

*HYMN NO. 121 verse 4 O Little Town of Bethlehem

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

(Children through Ist Grade depart to Room #E-107)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

READING OF THE WORD Luke 1:26-38 (NRSV)

*®In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, >’ to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. >* And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” ** But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. *° The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. *' And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. ** He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. ** He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” ** Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I
am a virgin?”*° The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be
holy; he will be called Son of God. ** And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. *’ For nothing will be impossible with God.” *® Then Mary said, “Here am I,
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON “Jonah .vs. Mary” Dr. Ellen Skidmore

TO RESPOND IN FAITH

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS

OFFERTORY “An Advent Alleluia”
Douglas E. Wagner
Frances Webb, guest organist

*THE DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*THE DEDICATION
May these gifts, given in gratitude and love,
Change us and the world to serve your purpose!

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH A Declaration of Faith — Chapter Four —

God in Christ (lines 1-22 and 144-150)

God sent the promised Deliverer to his people. Jesus, the long expected Savior, came
into the world as a child, descended from David, conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
Mary, a virgin. He lived as a Jew among Jews. He announced to his people the coming
of God’s kingdom of justice and peace on earth. We affirm that Jesus was born of
woman as is every child, yet born of God’s power as was no other child. In the person
and work of Jesus, God himself and a human life are united but not confused,
distinguished but not separated. The coming of Jesus was itself the coming of God’s
promised rule. Through his birth, life, death, and resurrection, he brings about the
relationship between God and humanity that God always intended.

We maintain that ultimate sovereignty now belongs to Jesus Christ in every sphere of
life. Jesus is Lord! He has been Lord from the beginning. He will be Lord at the end.
Even now he is Lord.

*HYMN NO. 87 “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*SENDING SONG—HYMN NO. 88 “‘O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verse 7
‘O Come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strive, and discord cease, fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.”

*POSTLUDE “March Royale”

Lully

Sanctuary Flowers
Gifts have been given to the Glory of God and in honor of Dr. Beth Mears

and her music ministry by the Forest Lake Chancel Choir.

We give to God out of
gratitude. And the
work of this church
depends on your

gifis.

Offerings may be
made online https://
flpc.org/giving/ or
use the QR code

A Declaration of
Faith was adopted by

the Presbyterian
Church in the United
States (a precursor to
our current
denomination) in 1977
as a “‘contemporary
statement of faith, a

reliable aid for
Christian study, liturgy
and inspiration . . .” It

includes much that
speaks directly to our
current context and is
useful for study and
worship.

Some worshipers find
sitting and listening to
the musical postlude
helps them conclude
their worship. Others
find joy in greeting
others. Choose the
response that helps you
worship God. And if a
fellow worshiper is
seated, please allow
them time and space to
listen and pray.


https://flpc.org/giving/
https://flpc.org/giving/

