NOVEMEBER 27, 2022 | FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

10:00 AM
When this symbol *
precedes an element of
the service, please rise in
body or spirit.

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD
WELCOME

Dr . Ellen Skidmor e

PRELUDE

“Comfort, Comfort, Now My People”
Raymond Haan

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE - Comfort

Gene Fisher
Fall Grief Group Participant

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Because we have lost so much, we are grieving. We have lost loved ones. We have
lost trust. We have lost confidence and control. Because we know grief, we light a
candle for comfort. O God of comfort, come into our hearts and heal our grief.
Come, Lord Jesus, come!
*HYMN NO. 82

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

The Season of Advent is
the beginning of the
Christian year, and the
season when we begin
again to anticipate God’s
coming into the world
through the birth of
Jesus. Our task is to
prepare our hearts and
our lives to welcome this
Messiah! This means we
must evaluate our lives
and hearts, admit that we
often seek to worship
other gods, and work to
humble ourselves and
worship God alone.
Advent is the season that
helps us prepare for a
faithful celebration of
God’s coming into the
world and into our
hearts.

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free: from our fears and sins
release us; let us find our rest in thee. Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all
the earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts
alone; by thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of our salvation, our rescue, our health: all things are yours and when
we bring our hearts and hands and voices to worship, we bring you what is
yours.
Yet we do not serve you as we should, and the world is racked by all the
tensions and outright conflicts which come from the worship of that which is
less than yourself. Our goodwill towards others has no firm foundation and
crumbles at the first tremor of real testing. In our personal affairs, and in
our communal judgments, we try to heal deep wounds with superficial
cures.
Forgive us, O God. Confront us with your way of righting wrong, your
strange work of redemption through the sacrificial love of Jesus. Help us to
love one another as he has loved us. Amen.

By: Caryl Micklem

Adapted from 1 Peter
2:21-25, Common
English Bible

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
We were called to this kind of endurance, because Christ suffered on our behalf. He
left us an example so that we might follow in his footsteps. He committed no sin,
nor did he ever speak in ways meant to deceive. When he was insulted, he did not
reply with insults. When he suffered, he did not threaten revenge. Instead, he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He carried in his own body on the
cross the sins we committed. He did this so that we might live in righteousness,
having nothing to do with sin. By his wounds we were healed. Though we were like
straying sheep, we have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of our lives.
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel!
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
*HYMN NO. 121

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in;
be born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!
TO HEAR GOD’S WORD
The Prayer for
Illumination recognizes
that Scripture is
complex and always
interpreted through our
own experience. So,
before we read
Scripture, we pray that
God’s Holy Spirit will
soften our hearts so that
we can hear and to
learn what is true and
right when we study
Scripture.

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
(Children through 1st Grade depart to Room #E-107)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

READING OF THE WORD
Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-7
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter
time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee
of the nations.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in
a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the
nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken
as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he
is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“Being Realistic”

Rev. Ed Black

TO RESPOND IN FAITH
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Dr . Ellen Skidmor e

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

We give to God out
of gratitude. And the
work of this church
depends on your
gifts. Offerings may
be made online
https://flpc.org/
giving/ or use the
QR

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

“Lost in the Night”
Kyle Haugen
Chancel Choir
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the
holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting; Amen.
*HYMN NO. 314

“Christ, Be Our Light”

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you. Make us your own,
your holy people, light for the world to see. Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine
through the darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair. Your word alone
has power to save us. Make us your living voice. Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.
Longing for food, many are hungry. Longing for water, many still thirst. Make us your bread,
broken for others, shared until all are fed. Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine
through the darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.
Longing for shelter, many are homeless. Longing for warmth, many are cold. Make us your
building, sheltering others, walls made of living stone. Christ, be our light! Shine in our
hearts. Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.
Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. Let us be servants to
one another, making your kingdom come. Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine
through the darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

“Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”
Robert Hobby

The most often asked
question about The
Apostles’ Creed is,
“Why do we say that
Jesus descended into
hell?” The NT
references Jesus’
descent to the place of
the dead [Romans 10:7,
1 Peter 3:19 and 4:6,
etc.], and an early view
was that Jesus went to
liberate those who had
died before he came.
The phrase has also
been understood to
affirm Jesus’ death as
real. Jesus didn’t
pretend to suffer or die.
He died, but God broke
the power of death and
Jesus was resurrected.
The other way the
Church has understood
this phrase is that there
is no where we can go
that is beyond God’s
reach.
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