SEPTEMBER 25, 2022 | TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

When this symbol *
precedes an element of
the service, please rise in
body or spirit.

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD

WELCOME

Ed Black

PRELUDE

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
Max Drischner

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Psalm 85

When God comes, steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace
will kiss each other.
When God comes, faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and
righteousness will look down from the sky. Come, O Lord, and live among us!
*HYMN NO.327

10:00 AM

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”

During the majority of
the church year, which is
commonly called
"ordinary time", the color
that you will find is
green. Because the color
green is so often
associated with life, the
use of green during the
seasons and the times
when there is "nothing
special" going on in the
life of the church (no big
festivals or holidays)
reminds us that God is
present among us,
breathing life into us and
into our church.

From all that dwell below the skies let the Creator’s praise arise: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung through every land, in every tongue.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
In every land begin the song; to every land the strains belong: Alleluia! Alleluia!
In cheerful sound all voices raise and fill the world with joyful praise.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Eternal are thy mercies, Lord; eternal truth attends thy word: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, till suns shall rise and set no more.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God of abundance and beauty, you have given us so much. We are
grateful for food enough, work enough, and shelter enough. We are grateful
for the beauty of the world and of our life. We recognize that we are the
wealthy in a world of need. Lord, teach us to live in gratitude and
generosity, trusting you to provide for us as you have in the past. Free us
from the shame or anger that moves us to hoard and to protect what you
have given, when a need presents itself. Forgive the fear that prevents us
from making eye contact with the poor. Forgive the anger that closes our
hearts when we are overwhelmed with the needs of others. Grant us the
courage and the faith to see your image in the eyes of the poor, voiceless,
and vulnerable. O Lord, forgive. Amen.

In Jesus we see and know
what it looks like to be
fully human. Our goal is
to love God, neighbor,
and ourselves in ways
that make us fully and
wholly human. We cannot
reach that goal without
God’s help. So, we pray
to be forgiven when we
sin and to be healed and
made whole through
God’s grace. Each week
we get to begin again
because of that grace!

An assurance of pardon
is our way of claiming
God’s free and
unmerited grace. Every
Sunday we ask for
God’s forgiveness, and
seek again to live in
ways that honor God
and reflect God’s love
onto the world.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
This is our hope and our salvation, and the source of our greatest peace.
Alleluia, and amen!

*HYMN NO. 606

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

During Time with
Young Disciples
children are invited to
come to the front for a
lesson designed just for
them. Parents may
accompany their
children if they wish.
Following this lesson,
children who are 1st
grade or younger may
choose to go downstairs
for the duration of the
service.

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
(Children through 1st Grade depart to Room #E-107)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
READING OF THE WORD
Luke 16:19-31
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“Changing Hearts and Lives”

Dr. Ellen F. Skidmore

TO RESPOND IN FAITH
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Ed Black

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
OFFERTORY

“They Shall Soar Like Eagles”
Laura Manzo
Chancel Choir; Betty Gardiner, flute

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Confession of 1967 (Inclusive Language Version) Part 2: Section A:46c & 9.56
The reconciliation of humankind through Jesus Christ makes it plain that
enslaving poverty in a world of abundance is an intolerable violation of God’s
good creation. Because Jesus identified himself with the needy and exploited,
the cause of the world’s poor is the cause of his disciples. The Church cannot
condone poverty, whether it is the product of unjust social structures,
exploitation of the defenseless, lack of national resources, absence of
technological understanding, or rapid expansion of populations. The church
calls all people to use their abilities, their possessions, and the fruits of
technology as gifts entrusted to them by God for the maintenance of their
families and the advancement of the common welfare. It encourages those
forces in human society that raise hopes for better conditions and provide
people with opportunity for a decent living. A church that is indifferent to
poverty, or evades responsibility in economic affairs, or is open to one social
class only, or expects gratitude for its beneficence makes a mockery of
reconciliation and offers no acceptable worship to God.
“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more
abundantly than all we ask or think, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”
*HYMN NO. 313

“Lord, Make Us More Holy”

Lord, make us more holy; Lord, make us more holy; Lord, make us more holy,
until we meet again: holy, holy, holy, until we meet again.
Lord, make us more loving; Lord, make us more loving; Lord, make us more love,
until we meet again: loving, loving, loving, until we meet again.
Lord, make us more patient; Lord, make us more patient; Lord, make us more patient,
until we meet again: patient, patient, patient, until we meet again.
Lord, make us more faithful; Lord, make us more faithful; Lord, make us more faithful,
until we meet again: faithful, faithful, faithful, until we meet again.
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CONGREGATIONAL BENEDICTION T he L ord’s Prayer
“For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, Amen”
*POSTLUDE

“God of Grace and God of Glory”
Michael Helman

Sanctuary Flowers

Gifts have been given to the Glory of God
and in memory of Ben and Ana Van Wyke
by the VanAvis Clan

We give to God out
of gratitude. And the
work of this church
depends on your
gifts. Offerings may
be made online
https://flpc.org/
giving/ or use the
QR code below.

The Confession of 1967
addresses the church’s
role in the modern
world. It calls the church
to obedient action,
particularly in response
to social problems such
as racial discrimination,
nationalistic arrogance,
and family and class
conflict. It sees the life,
death, resurrection, and
promised coming of
Jesus Christ as the
pattern for the church’s
mission today and calls
on all Christians to be
reconciled to God and to
one another.
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