AUGUST 7, 2022 | NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

When this symbol *
precedes an element of
the service, please rise in
body or spirit.

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD

WELCOME

J odi Beckham

PRELUDE

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
Kevin Sadowski

*CALL TO WORSHIP

1 Chronicles 16:34

O Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
God’s steadfast love endures forever!

*HYMN NO. 65

10:00 AM

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

During the majority of
the church year, which is
commonly called
"ordinary time", the color
that you will find is
green. Because the color
green is so often
associated with life, the
use of green during the
seasons and the times
when there is "nothing
special" going on in the
life of the church (no big
festivals or holidays)
reminds us that God is
present among us,
breathing life into us and
into our church.

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land. I am weak, but thou
art mighty. Hold me with thy powerful hand. Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me
till I want no more; feed me till I want no more.
Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow. Let the fire and
cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield; be thou still my strength and shield.
When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside. Death of death, and hell’s
destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side. Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever
give to thee; I will ever give to thee.
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Lord, we wait for you! Come and be present with us! The suffering of
the world, the pain in our community and the hurt in our own hearts is
more than we can bear. When we suffer, we feel like you have forsaken us.
When we grieve, we feel alone and rejected. Hurt quickly turns to anger in
our weakness and we are tempted to deny and to curse you. O Lord, relieve
our suffering, and where that is not possible redeem us through that
suffering that we may come into your presence with assurance and
thankfulness. And then, through our suffering make us strong in faith and
unshakable in trust. Bind us tightly to you and give us your grace so that we
may focus our hearts on you and see you at work in the world and in our
lives. Forgive our Sin. Strengthen our faith. Accept our praise. Amen.

A prayer of confession
invites to reflect on God’s
purpose for our lives.
When we do this, we
realize how we have
missed the mark. This
confession of our failures
is not to make us feel bad,
but to speak the truth
about ourselves. The
truth is that we sin. But
the greater truth is that
when we confess our sin,
God’s nature is to forgive
so that we are free to try
again.

An assurance of
pardon is one way of
claiming God’s
promised forgiveness
and grace. We believe
that when we repent of
our sin and ask God to
forgive us that God
does in fact forgive us.
We don’t need a
preacher or priest to
ask on our behalf.
God deals with us
directly as believers
who seek to love and to
follow.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven
And freed to try again. Thanks be to God!

*HYMN NO. 581

GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
(Children through 1st Grade depart to Room #E-107)

The Prayer for
Illumination recognizes
that Scripture is
complex and always
interpreted through our
own experience. So,
before we read
Scripture, we pray that
God’s Holy Spirit will
soften our hearts so that
we can hear and to
learn what is true and
right when we study
Scripture.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

READING OF THE WORD
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON

“The Illusion of Solid”

Dr. Ellen Fowler Skidmore

TO RESPOND IN FAITH
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

The Lord’s Prayer is
the prayer that Jesus
taught his disciples
when they asked him
to teach them to pray.
(Luke 11:1-4)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“We Walk by Faith”
Arr. Mary McDonald
Chancel Choir

We give to God out
of gratitude. And the
work of this church
depends on your
gifts. Offerings may
be made online
https://flpc.org/
giving/ or use the
QR code below.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
A Declaration of Faith Chapter 1; The Living God – ll. 1-19, 34-43
We believe in one true and living God. We acknowledge one God alone, whose
demands on us are absolute, whose help for us is sufficient. That One is the Lord,
whom we worship, serve and love. God is greater than our understanding. We do
not fully comprehend who God is or how he works. God’s reality far exceeds all our
words can say. The Lord’s requirements are not always what we think is best. The
Lord’s care for us is not always what we want. God comes to us on his own terms
and is able to do far more than we ask or think. God makes himself known in Jesus
Christ. Jesus’ involvement in the human condition is God’s involvement. His
compassion for all kinds of people is God’s compassion. His demand for justice,
truth, and faithfulness is God’s demand. His willingness to suffer rejection is God’s
willingness. Jesus’ love for the very people who reject him is God’s love.
God is at work beyond our story. We know that God is not confined to the story we
can tell. The story itself tells us God works his sovereign will among all people of
the earth.
We believe God works beyond our imagining throughout the
universe. We acknowledge no other God. We must not set our ultimate reliance on
any other help. We must not yield unconditional obedience to any other power. We
must no love anyone or anything more than we love God.
*HYMN NO. 463

“How Firm a Foundation”

verses 1, 3, and 5

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in God’s excellent Word!
What more can be said than to you God hath said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
“When through the deep waters I call thee to go, the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
for I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless, and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.”
“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.”
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

Tr umpet Tune on “The Church’s One Foundation”
Michael Helman

Sanctuary Flowers

Gifts have been given to the Glory of God
and in memory of Bob Shear,
by the Shear Family

A Declaration of Faith
was adopted by the
Presbyterian Church in
the United States (a
precursor to our
current denomination)
in 1977 as a
“contemporary
statement of faith, a
reliable aid for
Christian study, liturgy
and inspiration . . .” It
includes much that
speaks directly to our
current context and is
useful for study and
worship.
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