MAY 15, 2022 | FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

10:00 AM

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD
WELCOME

Dr. Ellen Skidmore

*PRELUDE

“Lift High the Cross”
Donald Busarow

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Praise the Lord! Praise the name of the Lord; Give praise, O servants of the Lord!
The Lord is our rock, our fortress, and our deliverer.
The Lord’s name endures forever.
We call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised. Let us worship God!
*HYMN NO. 386

Adapted from Psalms 18
and 135

“Come,Worship God”

Come, worship God, who is worthy of honor; enter God’s presence with thanks and a
song! You are the rock of your people’s salvation to whom our jubilant praises belong.
Ruled by your might are the heights of the mountains; held in your hands are the depths of
the earth. Yours is the sea, yours the land, for you made them,
God above all gods, who gave us our birth.
We are your people, the sheep of your pasture; you are our Maker, and to you we pray.
Gladly we kneel in obedience before you; great is the one whom we worship this day!
Now let us listen, for you speak among us; open our hearts to receive what you say. Peace
be to all who remember your goodness, trust in your word, and rejoice in your way!
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
On Easter Sunday, we stood and joyfully gave thanks for the resurrection of
our savior, Jesus Christ. On Easter Sunday, we joyfully accepted being part
of God’s new creation and new covenant. But since that time, our minds
have strayed from you. We sees the logs in other eyes while failing to
acknowledge the logs blocking our own vision of you and your desires for
us. We see the “fortunes” of others while forgetting any fortunes of our own.
We see the anger around us and sometimes forget to remember how we may
contribute to it. We see the hurt and loneliness in our world and at times
choose to stand on the sidelines. Have mercy on us, God, according to your
steadfast love. According to your abundant mercy blot out our
transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity and cleanse us from
our sins.

A corporate prayer of
confession doesn’t
attempt to identify
individual sins, but
instead to give us words
to confess the many
ways in which we and
all people fall short of
what God intends us to
be. If the particular
words of this prayer do
not help you name where
you are separated from
God and others, please
make your own prayers.

An assurance of
pardon is one way of
claiming God’s
promised forgiveness
and grace. We believe
that when we repent of
our sin and ask God to
forgive us that God
does in fact forgive us.
We don’t need a
preacher or priest to
ask on our behalf.
God deals with us
directly as believers
who seek to love and to
follow.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Romans 8:1-2

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. In
Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!
*HYMN NO. 606

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye, heavenly host;
Praise Fther, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
TO HEAR GOD’S WORD

When we are baptized,
God acts to call and to
claim us. We often refuse
to love God, but God
continues to love us. So,
we only need to be
baptized one time. God
does not change God’s
mind about us. In
reaffirming our baptismal
vows, we commit again to
love and serve God.

The Prayer of
Illumination recognizes
that Scripture is
complex and always
interpreted through our
own experience. So,
before we read
Scripture, we pray that
God’s Holy Spirit will
soften our hearts so that
we can hear and to
learn what is true and
right when we study
Scripture.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Michi Christiana Fallucca
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
READING OF THE WORD
2 Corinthians 5:11-17
Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade people, but we ourselves are
well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. We are
not commending ourselves to you again but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so
that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the
heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.
For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all;
therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for
themselves but for the one who for their sake died and was raised. From now on, therefore,
we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a
human point of view, we no longer know him in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is
a new creation: everything old has passed away; look, new things have come into being!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“Transformation in the New Creation”

Ed Black

TO RESPOND IN FAITH
OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“A Joyful Celebration”
Dan R. Edwards
Handbell Choir

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the
holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting; Amen.

*HYMN NO. 774

“There is Now a New Creation”

There is now a new creation through the grace of Jesus Christ,
peace and reconciliation with the God of endless life.
Call the lost and found together; tell the news to everyone:
now the past is gone forever and a new life has begun.
Wrap the prodigal in welcome; run to greet the wayward child.
All is finished and forgiven; let us now be reconciled.
Come and join the celebration; come and join this happy feast;
Jesus makes an invitation to the greatest and the least.
There is now a new creation through the grace of Jesus Christ.
Sing, with thanks and adoration, to the God of endless life!

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

“Grand Choeur in D Major”
Alexandre Guilmant

Sanctuary Flowers
Gifts have been given to the Glory of God
and in memory of Jane Thesing
by Bill Thesing and Amy Thesing Schad

We give to God out
of gratitude. And the
work of this church
depends on your
gifts.
Offerings may be
made online https://
flpc.org/giving/ or
use the QR code
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