MAY 2, 2021 | FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD
WELCOME

Ed Black

PRELUDE

“Sililoquy”
Healey Wilan
Frank Ballard, guest organist

*CALL TO WORSHIP
God is faithful in love, gracious in acceptance, and just in all God’s acts.
God heals the brokenhearted and gathers up the outcasts.
God alone understands the truth and sees what we cannot see or know.
So, we will praise only God, seek only God’s wisdom, and trust only God’s love.
We will worship God alone!
*HYMN NO. 246

“Christ is Alive”

verses 1 & 5

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.
Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord of Love and Light, from the beginning of creation until this day, you have
spoken to us about your love and about your purpose for us and the world. But we
do not trust your purpose and we cannot see you amid the grief, pain, evil, and
suffering in the world. We are afraid when our lives change rapidly. We feel angry
when we are not in control of our own lives. We are defensive when we do not
understand. Forgive us for not holding more tightly to your plan, your providence,
and your promises than we do to our own plans and ideas. Forgive our sin. Fill us
with your Spirit. Shape us by your Word, so that we can become a part of your plan
for the world. Forgive us and use us for your purpose, we ask in Christ’s name.
Amen.

The church year is
divided into
liturgical seasons.
Easter begins the
most important
liturgical season of
the Christian year,
and the color that is
evident in our
paraments and
banners is
white. White is
reserved for the most
important
celebrations in the
Church’s life and
reminds us of joy,
light, glory and
holiness.

An assurance of
pardon is one way of
claiming God’s
promised forgiveness
and grace. We
believe that when we
repent of our sin and
ask God to forgive us
that God does in fact
forgive us. We don’t
need a preacher or
priest to ask on our
behalf. God deals
with us directly as
believers who seek to
love and to follow.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

From the letter of 1 John we hear these words of assurance: “God’s love was revealed
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through
him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins.” Brothers and Sisters, through faith in Christ our Sin is
forgiven.
Thanks be to God!
*HYMN NO. 606

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD
A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES

Ed Black

(Children through 1st Grade depart to Room #E-107)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
READING OF THE WORD
New Testament Reading: Acts 8:26-40
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON

“Sent (Where?) By The Spirit!”

Dr. Ellen Skidmore

TO RESPOND IN FAITH
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
The Lord’s Prayer is
the prayer that Jesus
taught his disciples
when they asked him
to teach them to pray.
(Luke 11:1-4)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS

OFFERTORY DUET

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

“Love Divine”
Benedetto Marcello
Beth Mears, alto; David Skinner, baritone

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting; Amen.

*HYMN NO. 729

“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”

verses 1, 2, & 4

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart;
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart, in my heart, in my heart.
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart.

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart;
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart, in my heart, in my heart.
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart.
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart;
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart, in my heart, in my heart.
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart.
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

“Psalm 19– The Heaven Declare”
Benedetto Marcello

The organization of
the Apostles’ Creed
is Trinitarian: God
the Father, Jesus,
and the Holy Ghost
or Holy Spirit.
Although the phrase
“Doctrine of the
Trinity” is not found
in Scripture, it is
clear that very early
on the first
Christians
understood that
Jesus was not just a
prophet, but was in
fact both fully God
and fully human.
This creed gives us a
very early statement
of the fact that God
is One God, known
in three persons. It
was left to later
theologians to define
the Doctrine of the
Trinity.

Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-717386 and
CCLI License #2552701

6500 N. Trenholm Road . Columbia, SC 29206
Telephone: 803-787-5672 . www.flpc.org
Dr. Ellen Fowler Skidmore, Senior Pastor
Dr. J. Eric Skidmore, Parish Associate for Stewardship
Ed Black, Ministry Associate for Pastoral Care
Dr. Elizabeth M. Mears, Director of Music
Sylvia Trimmier, Organist
Jodi Beckham, Dir of Mission and Community Engagement
Bill Wannamaker, Youth Director

