Dear Forest Lake family,
Does 2021 feel like 2020 has gone into overtime? Do you need a prayer? Let’s start with this
prayer adapted from Mark’s gospel:
Holy God, by the grace of Jesus Christ you know the tests and trials we face.
Walk with us through this wilderness.
Come to us with ministers of healing and visit us with messengers of hope, so that we may return to
you in faith, believing the good news of the gospel; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
The season of Lent is a time of preparation in anticipation for the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection.
How will you prepare? Mark’s gospel reminds us that Jesus entered the wilderness “immediately”
after his baptism, so perhaps we can draw some sense of comfort that Jesus himself was tempted
and surrounded by “beasts” in his own wilderness.
Perhaps, also, we can find comfort and a challenge through Jesus’ baptism and wilderness journey.
Through his baptism, Jesus is claiming his identity. For most of his life, he stayed in Nazareth, but
after John the Baptist’s emergence, the sign had come. It was time to bring people back to God and
bring good news to those on the outside.
It is so hard and challenging right now to keep our hearts open and our attention on others.
COVID, job loss, financial insecurity, homeschooling have all been challenges felt in our own
wilderness, temptations to bring the focus back to ourselves. Lent provides us a chance to rethink,
to claim the vows made in baptism, embrace being a child of God, and serve others.
The traditional approach to Lent has been to “give up” something, and while this symbolic act is a
helpful approach to keep us mindful of Jesus’ sacrifice, we can also just “give.”
We have a lot of opportunities for service, small group studies, worship, and fellowship over the
next several weeks. Your church family cannot wait to “see” you either virtually or over at 6500 N.
Trenholm.
See you soon,
Ed
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Ann Gibson, on the death of her father, Jim Algar.
Paige George and the George family on the death of Julie George on
February 11, 2021
Carl Todd on the death of his nephew, Kenneth Frye.

Pastoral Care Numbers

Ellen Skidmore - 803-463-7586 (cell)
E-Mail: ellenskidmore@flpc.org

Eric Skidmore - 803-543-9859 (cell)
E-mail: zacchaeus@sc.rr.com
Ed Black - 803-240-0192 (cell)
Email: edblack@flpc.org

Stephen
Ministry
Forest Lake Presbyterian Church is
a Stephen Ministry congregation!
If you feel like you or someone
you know could benefit from a
one-to-one, confidential, caring
Christian relationship,
please contact:
Wayne Harris at 790-0954 or
cell 608-1187 or
wcharris1973@gmail.com
Margaret Harris at 790-0954 or
cell 608-1477 or
mmck1950@gmail.com
Bettianne Davenport at 782-6256
or Cell 530-6018 or
bettianned@sc.rr.com

Coffee Fellowship
Join us February 28th at 11:00 after the worship service for coffee
fellowship. We'll meet outside the church on
the Rockbridge Road side. Coffee and hot
chocolate will be served by our kitchen
coordinator, Laura Wannamaker. Make a
reservation if you plan to attend worship in

Blood Mobile Blood Drive
Sunday, March 28, 2021
9:30—1:30 in the Rockbridge Road
Parking Lot
Sign up for an appointment at
www.redcorss/org and use sponsor
code: ForestLake.

Church Pictorial Directory
The New Church Directories have arrived! If you had your picture made,
or submitted a picture, you will find a copy with your name on it in the
downstairs lobby.
If you did not have a picture made or submit a picture, but would still like
to have a directory, check with the church office about picking up an extra
copy.

Lenten Studies
Speak of the Devil!
Ellen Skidmore will be leading a six week small group discussion on living the Christian life using C.S. Lewis’
classic book, The Screwtape Letters: how a Senior Devil Instructs a Junior Devil in the A rt of
Temptation. Participants will be asked to get their own copy of Lewis’ book and to read approximately 25 pages a
week before coming to our zoom only discussion. Join us on Sunday mornings beginning Sunday, February 21st
through March 28th from 8:45-9:30am.
Radical Discipleship
Ed Black will be leading a five week small group discussion on discipleship using the Gospel of Mark as the
foundation. In Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship, author Janet Wolf the
timeless issues of poverty, gender, justice, liberation, equality, and others using Mark as a guide. The stories of the
women in Mark are a particular focus in this study and how, although often unnamed, they are prominent among
Jesus’ followers and in Mark’s recounting of the gospel story. Read more about it here. Join us on Thursday evenings
beginning February 18 at 8:30 PM.
Register for one or both studies
in advance!

here or email/call Ellen or Ed to register. Please be sure to purchase the book(s)

The Zoom links will be sent to all registrants the week of February 14.

Cooperative Ministry Tax Help
The VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) Program is coordinated annually by The Cooperative Ministry in
cooperation with the Internal Revenue Service. This year's program, providing free tax preparation assistance,
will continue through Thursday, April 15. Tax documents can be dropped off at The Cooperative Ministry,
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Saturday mornings beginning Feb. 13, from 9 a.m. to Noon. Masks are
required; social distancing is respected. In 2020, despite COVID-19, returns were prepared for 7,496 Midlands
taxpayers, generating $4.46 million in refunds. For more information about this year's VITA Program, including
documents to bring, and other Midlands locations and hours, please visit www.coopmin.org/vita.

2021 Endowment Grant Proposals Due by March 15th!
The FLPC Endowment Fund expects to have around $60,000 to distribute in 2021 to support the causes of the
Kingdom of God! Do you have an idea for a project that would “expand and enrich the mission of FLPC? Our
Endowment Fund provides money in response to grant requests and is especially interested in projects that are
local and mission oriented. If you would like to initiate a request for funds, do not delay. Endowment projects
must be approved by a Session Ministry or the Board of Deacons before being submitted. Speak to any of the
church staff or to Elder Dave Precht, who is the new chair of the Endowment Committee, for more information
and the grant proposal form. If you have an idea, we are happy to help you with the process of submitting a
proposal.

MORE Justice Network Meeting — February 25, 6:30 pm - 8:00pm
MORE Justice has been busy working on the issues area congregations said were important to our community.
Come hear an update of what is being done on gun violence intervention, education, and affordable housing. Our
Forest Lake Presbyterian Church Network meeting will take place next Thursday in conjunction with Northminster
Presbyterian Church. All are invited to hear and learn what is being done to better our community.

