
WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD 

 WELCOME                                               Ed Black 
                     
 PRELUDE                                                                                      “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

                     Michael Burkhardt 

       
                      
*CALL TO WORSHIP   from Psalm 62 

  

For God alone we wait in silence; from God alone comes our salvation. 
 God alone is our rock and salvation, our stronghold!  We will not be shaken. 
Trust in God at all times, O People! 
 God is a refuge for us. Let us worship God alone. 

  

 

*HYMN NO.  673         “Jesus, Light of Joy”                verses 1 & 2  
 

Jesus, light of joy, surround us; let your splendid glory shine:  
source of every earthly blessing, heaven’s everlasting sign.  

Alleluia, alleluia, we adore you, light divine. 
 

Now the shadows fall around us; now the evening has begun:  
still your gracious light is with us, brighter than the morning sun.  

Alleluia, alleluia, God of glory, Three in One.  
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

 
O Lord of all life, in our rush and hurry we forget who we are and to whom 
we belong.  We confess that we are your children and that in life and in 
death we belong to you.  But we also confess that we often live as though we 
belong to the world.  We worry about things that we cannot change; refuse 
to trust your purpose and providence; hoard the good gifts you give rather 
than sharing out of gratitude, and we value the big, the powerful and the 
beautiful.  Yet, you remind us that in order to enter into your Kingdom we 
must become like little children.  Forgive our Sin.  Straighten our lives and 
make tender our hearts, so that we might live in this world as children of 
Your Kingdom.  Amen. 

  
 

JANUARY 24, 2021 | THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

When this symbol * 
precedes an element of the 
service, please rise in body 
or spirit.  
  

During the majority of the 

church year, which is 
commonly called "ordinary 

time", the color of the 
paraments is green. Because 

the color green is so often 
associated with life, the use 

of green during the seasons 
and the times when there is 

"nothing special" going on 
in the life of the church (no 

big festivals or holidays) 
reminds us that God is 

present among us, breathing 
life into us and into our 

church. 

  



Presbyterians pray to 
ask God to “forgive our 
debts, as we forgive our 
debtors” because that 
is the prayer that Jesus 
teaches his disciples in 
Matthew 6:12.  Other 
Christian traditions use 
the phrase “forgive us 
our trespasses as we 
forgive those who 
trespass against us.”  
In both cases, the intent 
of the prayer is to 
remind us that God’s 
forgiveness of our sins 
is connected to our own 
commitment to be 
forgiving of others. 

An assurance of 
pardon is our way of 
claiming God’s free 
and unmerited grace.  
Every Sunday we ask 
for God’s forgiveness, 
and seek again to live 
in ways that honor 
God and reflect God’s 
love onto the world..  

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON         
 

Hear the Good News!  Who is in a position to condemn us?  Is it Christ? 
We know that Christ died for us, rose for us, reigns in power for us and prays 
for us. 

That is true!  We also know that anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  In Christ, 
our old life is gone and a new life has begun! 
 In Christ we have life!  In Christ our sin is forgiven!  Thanks be to God! 

  
 

 
 *HYMN NO. 606  DOXOLOGY 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

   
 
 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
  
 
 
READING OF THE WORD 
 
 Gospel Reading: Mark 1:14-20                                      

 Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31                          
               
  
  
      The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
  

 
 
SERMON       “It’s the End of the World as We Know It ”       

                                                                                                                Dr. Ellen Skidmore 

   
 
         

 TO RESPOND IN FAITH 
              
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive  
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

  

  



 A Declaration of 
Faith was adopted 
by the Presbyterian 
Church in the 
United States (a 
precursor to our 
current 
denomination) in 
1977 as a 
“contemporary 
statement of faith, a 
reliable aid for 
Christian study, 
liturgy and 
inspiration . . .”  It 
includes much that 
speaks directly to 
our current context 
and is useful for 
study and worship.  

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS   

   

 

OFFERTORY                                                                  “Come Follow Me” 

                             Althouse 

                                                                           Dr. Beth Mears, alto; Charles Huff, tenor 

     

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        

      A Declaration of Faith Chapter 1; The Living God – ll. 1-19, 34-43 

We believe in one true and living God.  We acknowledge one God alone, whose 
demands on us are absolute, whose help for us is sufficient.  That One is the 
Lord, whom we worship, serve and love.  God is greater than our 
understanding.  We do not fully comprehend who God is or how he works.  
God’s reality far exceeds all our words can say.  The Lord’s requirements are 
not always what we think is best.  The Lord’s care for us is not always what we 
want.  God comes to us on his own terms and is able to do far more than we ask 
or think.  God makes himself known in Jesus Christ.  Jesus’ involvement in the 
human condition is God’s involvement.  His compassion for all kinds of people is 
God’s compassion.  His demand for justice, truth, and faithfulness is God’s 
demand.  His willingness to suffer rejection is God’s willingness.  Jesus’ love for 
the very people who reject him is God’s love. 
  
God is at work beyond our story.  We know that God is not confined to the story 
we can tell.  The story itself tells us God works his sovereign will among all 
people of the earth.  We believe God works beyond our imagining throughout 
the universe.  We acknowledge no other God.  We must not set our ultimate 
reliance on any other help.  We must not yield unconditional obedience to any 
other power.  We must no love anyone or anything more than we love God. 

  
   

*HYMN NO.  824           “There is a Place of Quiet Rest”   
 

There is a place of quiet rest, near to the heart of God,  
a place where sin cannot molest, near to the heart of God. 

O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God, hold us,  
who wait before thee, near to the heart of God. 

 
There is a place of comfort sweet, near to the heart of God,  
a place where we our Savior meet, near to the heart of God.  

O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God, hold us,  
who wait before thee, near to the heart of God. 

 
There is a place of full release, near to the heart of God,  

a place where all is joy and peace, near to the heart of God.  
O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God, hold us,  

who wait before thee, near to the heart of God. 
 

  
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 
*POSTLUDE                                                                      “Foundation”  
                                      David Schelat 
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