SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 | TWENTY– FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD
PRELUDE

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
John Behnke

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

Ed Black
from Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the
mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; The Lord of hosts is with us;
The God of Jacob is our refuge. Let us worship God!
HYMN NO. 35

“Praise Ye The Lord, The Almighty”

verses 1 & 3

Praise ye the lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! O my soul, praise him, for he is
thy health and salvation! All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near;
join me in glad adoration!
Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! All that hath life and breath, come
now with praises before him! Let the amen sound from his people again;
gladly for aye we adore him.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord of all and Giver of every perfect gift, all that we are and all that we have
comes from your hand. We say that we believe in your grace, but we don’t like
it when someone else gets what they have not earned. We say that we are
grateful for your forgiveness, but we keep careful scorecards of times when we
have been hurt or slighted. Subvert our smug and entitled hearts with gratitude
and grace. Pry open our hearts to forgive others, so that we might be open to
receive your forgiveness ourselves. O Lord of all Grace, forgive our Sin and
save us. Amen.

Liturgical Color of
Green - hope, life,
anticipation, growth.
During the majority of the
church year, which is
commonly called
"ordinary time", the color
that you will find is green.
Because the color green is
so often associated with
life, the use of green
during the seasons and the
times when there is
"nothing special" going on
in the life of the church
(no big festivals or
holidays) reminds us that
God is present among us,
breathing life into us and
into our church.

An assurance of pardon
is one way of claiming
God’s promised
forgiveness and grace.
We believe that when we
repent of our sin and ask
God to forgive us that
God does in fact forgive
us. We don’t need a
preacher or priest to ask
on our behalf. God deals
with us directly as
believers who seek to
love and to follow

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (From Ephesians 2)

We who were once far away from God have now been brought near by the blood of
Christ. Through his death and resurrection, Christ has broken down the dividing
walls between us and reconciled us to God.
In Christ we are no longer strangers and aliens, but citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God. On the foundation of Christ we grow
together into a place where God dwells.
Thanks be to God who forgives our Sin and creates peace!
In the name of Christ our Sin is forgiven! Thanks be to God!
HYMN NO. 606 DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
TO HEAR GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
READING OF THE WORD
Matthew 18:21-35

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SERMON

“Subversive Forces”

Dr. Ellen Skidmore

TO RESPOND IN FAITH
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
The Lord’s Prayer is
one of the best loved
and most spoken
prayers around the
world.

Ed Black

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING OF OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS

OFFERTORY SOLO

“His Eye Is on the Sparrow”
Charles Gabriel/Mark Hayes
Deborah Joyce, soprano

We invite you to take a moment to reflect on what you can offer to God this week as a
way to extend your praise and worship. If you are visiting with us but regularly worship
at another church, we encourage you to remember to give prayerfully to your “home”
church.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Study Catechism: Full Version - Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Questions 80, & 131
Q80. What do you mean when you speak of “the forgiveness of sins”?
That because of Jesus Christ, God no longer holds my sins against me. Christ alone is
my righteousness and my life; Christ is my only hope. Grace alone, not my merits, is the
basis on which God has forgiven me in him. Faith alone, not my works, is the means by
which I receive Christ into my heart, and with him the forgiveness that makes me
whole. Christ alone, grace alone, and faith alone bring the forgiveness I receive through
the gospel.
Q131. What is meant by the fifth petition [in the Lord’s Prayer], “Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us”?
We pray that a new and right spirit will be put within us. We ask for the grace to treat
others, especially those who harm us, with the same mercy that we have received from
God. We remember that not one day goes by when we do not need to turn humbly to
God for our own forgiveness. We know that our reception of this forgiveness can be
blocked by our unwillingness to forgive others. We ask that we will not delight in doing
evil, nor in avenging any wrong, but that we will survive all cruelty without bitterness
and overcome evil with good, so that our hearts will be knit together with the mercy and
forgiveness of God.
HYMN NO. 444

“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”
(sung to the tune of “Amazing Grace”)

verses 1, 2, & 4

“Forgive our sins as we forgive,” you taught us Lord, to pray,
but you alone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
How can your pardon reach and bless the unforgiving heart that broods on wrongs
and will not let old bitterness depart?
Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls and bid resentment cease.
Then, by your mercy reconciled, our lives will spread your peace.

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

“Trumpet Tune”
Jason Payne
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