Dear Friends,
This Sunday we will try something never before tried at Forest Lake Presbyterian Church – a virtual congregational
meeting! This pandemic has forced us all to think “outside the box,” and I will admit that getting our Presbyterian
polity/government to work in this age is – let’s just say – a challenge. But, at some point we all have to decide if we
are going to get grumpy and brittle, or if we will decide to do the best we can and practice our flexibility. All of us
may find this new age difficult, but I am grateful for your flexibility.
The purpose of the meeting will be to elect new Deacons and Elders to serve in the class of 2023. I want you to know
that the nominating committee, chaired by Elder Jeff Binnicker, worked faithfully and carefully, and the folks they
asked to serve were quick to agree to step into leadership positions in our congregation. And they agreed to serve last
April and May, in the midst of the beginning of the pandemic! I take that as an excellent sign of their commitment
and willingness to make this congregation and its leadership a priority in their lives, even when the future is uncertain
and nothing is normal. The biographies of the officers’ elect are in this newsletter. I am grateful and honored to
serve with such a strong group of Christians.
As regards the meeting, please let me reiterate the basics. If you think of a virtual meeting just like a meeting in our
sanctuary, then this is what to expect. The meeting is scheduled to begin at 11am, and I will try to “begin” just a bit
before the hour. This will give me time to “let you into the meeting.” [This is a security feature of the zoom platform
to control who “gets in”] If you get a message that you are in the “waiting room,” please be patient and I will let you
in. Our Clerk of Session will be taking attendance to ensure we have quorum for the meeting. We must have 62
active members to hold a meeting. So, please be patient. If you join using a computer, tablet or smart phone, I will
count all of the members I can see as voters. That means that couples or children/parents can share a screen and still
have their votes counted. If it is not possible to join by video, then you may request directions for how to join using a
regular phone. If you call in, I will assume it is one phone/one vote. If you can join by video, please do so. If you
cannot, feel free to call the church office and request directions, or watch for the directions that will be linked to our
Wednesday e-news and the Friday email that contains the bulletins. No doubt we will learn some things about how to
conduct business, and I covet your prayers for both these new officers elect and for the meeting process itself.
In other breaking news, the Session voted on Sunday to allow the staff to implement plans to open the sanctuary for
up to 50 people for our ten o’clock Sunday morning worship services on a date to be set in September. So, please
stay tuned for how you may actually register to come back to church! AND, our livestream worship worked very
well last Sunday. I wish I could promise no more bumps, but I am bold enough to think that we are very close to
being able to actually join you in your den for worship every Sunday!!! To God be the glory and to Stewart Grinton
be the thanks! As we like to say in this pandemic age. . . . What else could happen!?
We don’t know what the future holds, but we do know who holds it. So – rejoice!
(I wish I could) see you in worship on Sunday!
Peace,

Ellen
Forest Lake Presbyterian Church
6500 North Trenholm Road
Columbia, SC 29206
(803) 787-5672
www.flpc.org
Office Hours: M-F; 8:30—1:00

Proclaiming the good news of God's love in
Jesus Christ, to build a fellowship of
Christian Love, and to serve this
community and the world in the spirit
of the Servant Christ.

Please Pray For . . .
Mission Co-Workers
* Rev. Mark Adams & Miriam
Maldonado Escobar- Mexico
 Rev.Shelvis & Rev. Nancy Smith–
Mather - Uganda
 Ministry of Hope- Lesotho
Pastoral Care Numbers

New Address
Claudia McCollough and Jimmy Cleary have moved to Myrtle Beach.
Their new address is:
1014 Cedarwood Circle
Myrtle Beach, SC 29572
Home phone: 843-281-0928

Ellen Skidmore - 803-463-7586 (cell)
E-Mail: ellenskidmore@flpc.org
Eric Skidmore - 803-543-9859 (cell)
E-mail: zacchaeus@sc.rr.com
Ed Black - 803-240-0192 (cell)
Email: edblack@flpc.org

FLPC ADOPTED WATERWAY CLEANUP
SATURDAY, SEPT 26 ...9:30-12:00
*Meet by the little bridge behind Schiano’s, between N. Trenholm Rd.
and Forest Dr.
*A Family Event! An Award will be given for the most unusual object
found!
*Wear clothes appropriate for a woodsy area or water’s edge.
*Bags will be provided.
*FLPC has adopted this area for our care with Keep the Midlands
Beautiful.

Stephen
Ministry
Forest Lake Presbyterian Church is a
Stephen Ministry congregation!
If you feel like you or someone you
know could benefit from a one-toone, confidential, caring Christian
relationship, please contact:
Wayne Harris at 790-0954 or
cell 608-1187 or
wcharris1973@gmail.com
Margaret Harris at 790-0954 or
cell 608-1477 or
mmck1950@gmail.com
Bettianne Davenport at 782-6256 or
Cell 530-6018 or
bettianned@sc.rr.com

Former FLPC Staff News Bulletin!
Chris Peters, who worked as our Youth Director for many years and who
was ordained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament in our sanctuary in
October 2014, has accepted a call to serve as the Senior Pastor of
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Lincoln, Nebraska. Chris and Lauren
have been in Fairhope, Alabama and will be moving in early September to
Nebraska. They are very excited about this new adventure and want to
celebrate with their FLPC family.

Church Directory Photo Sessions
have been rescheduled.
Due to the continued need for precautions against COVID-19, the
dates for photography sessions for our new church directory have
been changed to November 5-8.
Mark your calendars!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – SUNDAY, AUGUST 23RD @ 11:00AM
The Session has called a meeting of the congregation for Sunday, August 23rd at 11:00am. The purpose of the
meeting is to elect Elders and Deacons for the class of 2023. Under normal circumstances, this would be
easy. But nothing is easy at the moment. So, you are invited/requested/asked (pretty please) to join us for a
virtual congregational meeting via Zoom! We must have 62 participants to meet our quorum in order to take a
vote. (see Note below)
Following the livestream worship on August 23rd, Ellen Skidmore will begin a zoom meeting. The link to the
meeting will be sent out in the Friday afternoon email (along with the worship bulletin). Please plan to join the
meeting with your video turned on, so that we can verify that only members participate in the voting. Votes will
be taken by voice, unless there is a split vote, in which case we may ask you to vote by roll call. Because we will
take voice votes, more than one person may share a screen/device. As long as we can see you, we can count you
as a voting member. If all goes well, the meeting should not last more than about 15 minutes. The officer
nominees, who are nominated to the congregation by the Congregational Nominating Committee, are:
Deacons: Rebecca Williams Agee, Peggy Ann Burr, Melissa DiSilvestro, and Sissy Ervin
Elders: Marshall Brown, Craig Collins Wayne Harris, and Anita Poole
Note: If you would like to pr actice with a zoom connection or explor e how to par ticipate by phone please
contact the church office and a staff person will assist you

H3 Groups Registration
H3 Groups (head, heart and hands) at FLPC will start meeting in
September. Though our regular educational classes cannot resume,
these groups of 12 or fewer will meet regularly to share life experiences,
connect and study together. This year’s curriculum options allow the
groups to decide their own pathway for a unique experience. Groups
will decide when and how they meet with options of meeting in-person,
online via Zoom, or a hybrid of both. Register today https://flpc.org/
happenings/events-3/ or here. Questions, contact Jodi Beckham.

Harvest Hope Food Bank at Rehoboth UMC
Forest Lake Presbyterian Church has long been a supporter of the food bank at Rehoboth United Methodist Church
on Two Notch Rd. Rehoboth’s food bank is in need of food to distribute during this time when so many have lost
their jobs. Rehoboth’s food bank is a satellite of Harvest Hope Food Bank, so they are able to purchase everything
that Harvest Hope carries for only 19 cents a pound—produce, meat, staples, bakery items, etc. If they cannot get
everything they need from Harvest Hope, they use monetary donations to purchase from Aldi. FLPC Church
donates the produce from the Kids’ Organic Garden to their food bank.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help feed those in need, you may mail a check made out as
follows:
Rehoboth UMC for the Food Bank
6911 Two Notch Rd.
Columbia, SC 29223
 Or you may leave food items at FLPC in the covered area that will be taken there.
Donations to Rehoboth Food Bank are tax-deductible. Consult your tax advisor about potential benefits available
for 2020.

Back To School
Blessing
Sun, August 30: 3:00 pm– 4:30 pm
Come one, Come All! Students and Teachers
of ALL ages, let’s start this school year with a
special blessing!
Bring your digital devices and join us at
church for a drive through blessing of
technology and your family as this school
starts.
Greetings, Prayers and a bit of fun are
planned for this time.

Red Cross Blood Drive - Sunday, August 30, 2020 8:30am – 1:30pm
The American Red Cross Bloodmobile will be in our church parking lot ready to
accept donations on Aug 30. We will have our Drive In Worship that morning so
plan to stay and donate blood. All blood donations will be tested for COVID-19
antibodies providing insight into possible past exposure to Coronavirus. Only those
feeling healthy and well should attend this blood drive. Please register at
RedCrossBlood.org and use the sponsor code ForestLake. Amazon is thanking
donors 8/1-9/3 with a $5 Amazon.com gift card. There is a great need for blood
donations at this time so please sign up today! And tell a friend!

Please join us at 8:30am in the Rockbridge Parking Lot as we hold another Drive-In
Worship service. Livestream worship will continue as usual at 10am, but everyone
is welcome to come to worship in person at 8:30am.
You may either remain in your car or bring a chair to sit outside your car.
If you leave your car, please wear a mask.
You may print the bulletin off before you come (see the congregational email that is
sent each Friday), or ask one of the Ushers for a bulletin. You will be directed to
tune your radio to FM station 91.9 and receive the sound through your own
radio. Prayer requests can be texted (to a phone number that will be listed on the
bulletin) and then included in the prayers.

From the Youth Director!
Howdy Y’all !!!! It’s the middle of August so that means it’s time to Kick Off
FLY!!!!
Here is what we got planned for August!!!!
 Tuesday August 25 5:00-6:00 High School FLY will have a backyar d

fellowship gathering at the Wannamaker’s. My address is 928 Burwell Lane
Columbia SC 29205. Bring something to eat, a chair and your mask.
 Thursday August 27 5:00-6:00 Middle School FLY will have a backyar d fellowship gather ing at the
Wannamaker’s. Address same as above!!! Bring something to eat, a chair and your mask.
 Saturday August 29 4:00-5:30 Middle School FLY will officially kick off their year at the Catoes’
backward. They also have a pool so if want to jump in you will need to wear your bathing suits. Don’t forget
your mask for when you are not swimming! Their address is 6116 Kimberly St Columbia, SC 29209. Snacks
and drinks provided.
All events and gathering are open for small groups of 10 people. All those want to participate need to let me
know if you are coming so that I can plan accordingly!
Y’all stay safe and I can’t wait to see everybody!!!!
Bill Wannamaker, Youth Director
billwannamaker@flpc.org; 803-608-9273

Contact Ed Black at edblack@flpc.org if you are interested or have any questions.


Do you have an interest in helping our members with projects around the house? Yard work? Moving items
to a storage facility? If so, join the HOPE (Helping Other Presbyterians Everyday) ministry. Several
members have already joined, but we’d love to have some more helpers!



Join the note writing team. You work at your own pace, so this is an easy way to get involved and uplift
many in our church family. The church pays for the postage.



Do you have flowers from your garden that you would love to share with someone in our church family?
Thanks to our congregation, the church staff has a lot of vases that are begging to be filled with fresh flowers.
Therefore, if you are willing to donate some fresh flowers to the church, please drop them off on the bench
outside the overhang. Your flowers will be given to those who could use some fresh flowers to brighten their
spirits.

Purchasing Café Justo Just Got Easier!
What is Café Justo? Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico.
It began as a means to provide living opportunities to the coffee growers of Salvador Urbina. Café Justo
protects the coffee farmer by eliminating the middle man, who exploited the Mexican farmers, and sells
directly to consumers. By returning the money to the farmers, Café Justo changes the lives of Mexican
families. It even returns more money to the coffee farmer than Fair Trade. This coffee
cooperative was co-founded by our mission partners at Frontera de Cristo.
FLPC is partnering with Shandon Presbyterian to sell this delicious coffee to our
congregation. The 16oz organic bags are sold for $10, your choice of 1) 100% Pure
Arabica 2) 50% Arabica/50% Robusta 3) 100% Robusta or 4) decaf. All orders are
handled by Rowena Nylund, rnylund@sc.rr.com, 803-252-7752. Contact
Jodibeckham@flpc.org with any questions. Try a bag today!

Nominees for Ruling Elder Class of 2023
Marshall Brown joined For est Lake in 2009, with his wife Chr isti. He has
participated on the Forest Lake Tour de Cure Team every year. Marshall has been a
Youth Volunteer with FLY and has coached Little League t-ball/softball at Trenholm Park
for the last 7 years. He is employed by an IT Consulting Firm as a Senior Software
Developer. Marshall appreciates how Forest Lake focuses so heavily on doing good
works in our community and the world at large. He thinks our youth groups have done a
wonderful job of empowering our young people to see how they can have a direct and
positive effect on the world. He hopes to help continue that positive momentum, leading
by example and supporting any who seek to grow their voice and impact. His free time is
usually taken up by combining his love for spending time with his family and spending
time outdoors, especially where water is involved. He enjoys getting to coach my
daughters, Abby and Lila, in softball, taking family bike rides, trips to the beach or
mountains (either day trips or vacations), or even just enjoying an outdoor meal together
during this “Age of COVID”.
Craig Collins has been a member of FLPC for 13 year s. He has pr eviously
served as an Elder at FLPC and Shandon Presbyterian. He has also served Forest
Lake as Sunday School Superintendent, Youth Advisor, and Usher. His vision for
Forest Lake is to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, to make disciples of all
believers, and to do God’s work in our neighborhood, our community, and
throughout the world.
Craig is married to Janyce Collins and they have three grown children. He is an
attorney by vocation and enjoys family, reading, and travel.

Wayne Harris and his wife Mar gar et joined For est Lake in 2001. He has pr eviously
served as an Elder, as well as Stephen Minister, Stephen Leader, and Sunday School teacher.
He hopes that Forest Lake Presbyterian will continue to excel as a welcoming church to the
community and to grow in outreach. He is an Instructor/Deputy for the Richland County
Sheriff’s Department and in his leisure time enjoys golf, jogging, and photography.

Anita Poole has been a member of our chur ch for 21 year s.
She has previously served as an Elder and Clerk of Session. Anita is
also a Stephen Minister, has taught both youth and adult Sunday School, been a regular
Bible Study Facilitator, served on the Congregational Nominating Committee, been a Youth
Advisor, and Confirmation Mentor.
Anita hopes that Forest Lake will be:
 a safe place for all people of all backgrounds and faiths
 a place where all manner of people feel welcomed to come and learn and grow
along with us in our journey to know God
 a light (of love)
 a place where all people can learn who God is and who we are and how to begin a
relationship with God (do not worry – He is ready even if you are not!)
 a place that is genuine in its love of God and love for God and to be a place that acts
first out of love and compassion
Anita and husband Ryan, have three grown children. Her interests include small group Bible Study, reading,
camping, walking, cooking, and cards & games. Anita is employed by USC as the Business Manager of Preston
Residential College and Maxcy International House.

Nominees for Deacon Class of 2023
Rebecca Williams-Agee has been a member of FLPC for two and a half year s.
In the community, she has co-coached the Midlands Area 7 Special Olympics Basketball team,
and while attending FLPC has worked closely with Andrea to develop reproductive health and
healthy relationships education for the young people at our church.
She is a social worker who has worked in a variety of social service positions for over 20 years.
She has worked with systems-involved/incarcerated youth, sexual and intimate partner violence
survivors, and now works to ensure comprehensive health education for young people by
supporting communities across the state in a community-based approach.
Rebecca would like to see Forest Lake continue its service to our community through existing
means, and to broaden that as much as possible. This means activity around sometimes difficult
conversations and issues. Rebecca says “I am honestly not sure exactly what that will look like,
but I think our representation is needed around social and racial justice issues, among many other
things happening in our community right now.” She and her husband, Matt, have two daughters, Anna and Jude.
Rebecca is an avid reader in her free time.
Peggy Ann Burr and husband, David, came to For est Lake as Affiliate member s in 2011 and
joined as full members in 2018. Peggy Ann has served as PW Missions leader for three years. She
has taught Vacation Bible School and has volunteered with Family Promise. She also bakes
delicious bread which is delivered to our repeat visitors. She is very excited and has been praying
about our capital campaign. She feels these items are needed and will help our church to continue
to be safe and to grow. Particularly, she looks forward to our nursery and playground being
redone. This will ensure safety for our children and will bring great comfort to new mothers and
ones with toddlers. Peggy Ann is also excited and looks forward to becoming involved with
missions.
Peggy Ann’s daughter is FLPC member Julie Warren. She also has another daughter in town and
has 5 grandchildren total. She is enjoying retirement, but her earlier vocation was as a teacher of
deaf and hard of hearing.
Melissa DiSilvestro has been a member of FLPC for almost two year s. Dur ing that time,
she has served on the small group and children’s ministry teams. Her family has also been
involved in the Family Promise ministry with FLPC. In her previous church, she served as a
Deacon and was involved in local ministry teams and with organizing service opportunities for
church members to connect with local ministries. She has also enjoyed organizing and
participating in women’s ministry events as well. Melissa sees Forest Lake as a welcoming
place where anyone can come and learn how to grow in their faith journey. She prays that it is
a place that disciples and empowers people of all generations to serve and love others well.
Her hobbies and interests include being in nature and particularly in the mountains, hiking and
sports with her children, gardening, baking and exploring new places. Melissa is currently staying at home with their
two children. She is a licensed clinical social worker and has previously worked in school and hospital settings.

Sissy Ervin joined For est Lake 17 year s ago. She is a longtime member of the
Property Committee and is also currently serving on the Service and Benevolence
Committee. Sissy is a Special Education Teaching Assistant at Forest Lake
Elementary. She also works for Palmetto Pool Management in the summer.
When reflecting on the vision for Forest Lake, Sissy writes “I have the benefit of
directly observing a few of the positive impacts FLPC has within the community. I
see the children that receive the weekly supplemental food through the Backpack
program and who receive gifts at Christmas through the Elf Tree. I witness the
smiles and the positive impact that the mentors have on the students as well as
teachers. These programs exist because of the kind hearts, willingness to share time, and the sharing of resources
from the members of FLPC. I see FLPC as a congregation that models respect, one that shares blessings, and one
that offers opportunities and encouragement to grow each individual's personal faith. I love that FLPC is a family
that is supportive during difficult times in life but also looks for the celebrations we have as individuals and as a
community of God.”

