Dear Friends,
Even as I write this, I know that our situation will have changed by the time you read what I am writing. This
experience is new and difficult for us all, but if there is a situation where God’s Church and God’s people are
needed, it is now.
Your Session met on Sunday night and made quite a few important decisions, but the most pressing is their
decision to cancel both worship services in the sanctuary and Kirk Night dinners through the end of March. They
decided, given the fluid situation, to allow the church leadership to make their own decisions regarding meetings of
other small groups (Ministries and Studies). No one, who wishes not to participate in an event or class, should feel
pressured. And, at the same time, it may be that some groups want and need to continue their work in small
settings, observing safeguards as prudent. So, if you are not certain, check our website calendar and/or the leader of
your group or class. The Church office intends to maintain normal working hours as long as that is wise and
prudent.
Your staff met on Monday morning to go to work to implement and to interpret the decisions of Session. I have
not yet determined how or if to try to stream some sort of remote worship, to which you can be invited, but will
keep you posted. I have asked the company that will be installing our livestreaming equipment to do so as quickly
as possible. Most of our regular weekly groups have elected to cease meeting for now. Please visit our Website
under “News and Events” for updates. And, after much discussion, Bill Wannamaker, our Youth Director, is going
to invite our older students (High School and College) who will be doing their school work remotely, to come to sit
at tables in our Fellowship Hall if they wish (at least 6 feet apart) to use our Wi-Fi and to at least have some
semblance of community. And our hard working Deacons are making a special effort to contact especially our
most vulnerable members to check on them and make sure that they have what they need. In this liminal time, I
hope that one of our daily prayers will be, “Lord, show me how to serve today as a comfort, a guide and a helper.”
It is a time for prayer, for compassion, for patience and kindness and for courage. We do not know what the future
holds. But we do know who holds the future. That news is very good.
Peace and Grace be with you all!

Ellen

Ellen Fowler Skidmore

Forest Lake Presbyterian Church
6500 North Trenholm Road
Columbia, SC 29206
(803) 787-5672
www.flpc.org
Office Hours: M-Th, 8:30-5:00
Friday: 8:30 - 1:00

Proclaiming the good news of God's love in
Jesus Christ, to build a fellowship of
Christian Love, and to serve this
community and the world in the spirit
of the Servant Christ.

Please Pray For . . .
Mission Co-Workers
* Rev. Mark Adams & Miriam
Maldonado Escobar- Mexico
 Rev.Shelvis & Rev. Nancy Smith–
Mather - Uganda
 Ministry of Hope- Lesotho
 Destiny Prinski - YAV, Scotland

Join the Flower Committee!
If you have an interest or talent in floral arranging, the Flower
Committee would love to have you join them!
Please contact Ruth Roddey if you are interested.
803-782-5305

Pastoral Care Numbers

Ellen Skidmore - 803-463-7586 (cell)
E-Mail: ellenskidmore@flpc.org

Eric Skidmore - 803-543-9859 (cell)
E-mail: zacchaeus@sc.rr.com
Ed Black - 803-240-0192 (cell)
Email: edblack@flpc.org

Save the Date!
The annual PW Birthday Offering Luncheon/Silent Auction
is May 2. Please let Peggy Ann Burr or Margaret Haymaker
know if you have new items to donate.

Memorial Gifts made in February
Sandi Bush
Diane Wise

Honorarium Gift
Al Hamilton

Stephen
Ministry
Forest Lake Presbyterian Church is a
Stephen Ministry congregation!
If you feel like you or someone you
know could benefit from a one-toone, confidential, caring Christian
relationship, please contact:
Wayne Harris at 790-0954 or
cell 608-1187 or
wcharris1973@gmail.com
Margaret Harris at 790-0954 or
cell 608-1477 or
mmck1950@gmail.com
Bettianne Davenport at 782-6256 or
Cell 530-6018 or
bettianned@sc.rr.com

Annual Budget
$ 811,062
YTD Budgeted Expenses
$ 135,177
YTD Actual Income
$ 180,906
YTD Actual Expenses
$ 107,810
Budget details are available in the downstairs lobby.

Small Group Bible Study Opportunity
Looking for a small group Bible study? Anita Poole is organizing a
group who will study Leviticus starting April 20. Small group Bible
study provides a comfortable space for folks of all kinds of Bible
backgrounds, including none at all, to come together and study Scripture
in a way that nurtures each other's faith. This class will meet in E102 on
Monday evenings from 6-7:30 pm. Questions, contact Anita Poole:
scpooles@gmail.com.

Board of Deacons News
The purpose of The Board of Deacons is to invite and support the congregation in caring for each other in ways
that build community, express care as a core value of our congregation, and meet the needs of the disciples in
our community; expressing the care and love of God for our guests/members in such a way that the care and
love of God flow out of this congregation onto others.
Each household should have received a letter from their assigned deacon by now. If you have any pastoral
concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to your assigned deacon or call the church office.

EARTH SUNDAY ”LOVE ALL GOD’s CREATURES” EVENTS!
Mark your calendar now for...

April 19—SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:00-10:45:
*Special/Fun Environmental Stewardship classes for all ages!
*Adult classes—Come enjoy Tom Mancke, popular naturalist teacher and speaker, in the Parlor!
APRIL 26–EARTH SUNDAY
*9:30–11:00: Environmental Educators Exhibit Event
for everyone, all ages —
Animals, Plants, Refreshments, Information, Crafts, in Fellowship Hall!
*9:00 and 11:00: Worship Services!

*4:00: Blessing of the Animals with Ellen Skidmore blessing pets, beside the sanctuary!

Events that have been cancelled or postponed:















Worship Services & Sunday School suspended through March
FLY suspended through March
Kirk Night cancelled for season
Yoga classes suspended through March
Men’s Bible study and Breakfast suspended through March
Lenten Contemplative group suspended through March
Girlology and SASS classes postponed to later date
Senior Lunch for March cancelled
Blood Drive cancelled—please give at Bull Street location if you can
MORE Justice Rally at Trinity Episcopal postponed
Meal Packaging Event cancelled—will be rescheduled
Gills Creek Waterway Cleanup cancelled
Softball league cancelled for the season
Seder Supper cancelled

If you are unsure about your meeting or class, contact your facilitator to see if you are meeting.

FLPC Week at Camp Fellowship

June 21 – 26
Spend a week in God’s world exploring new adventures, meeting new friends, getting to know old
friends better, worshiping, playing games, and being creative. Registration is open for Kindergarten
through 12th grade at https://www.campfellowship.org/summer2020 High school students are
encouraged to apply to be Leaders In Training for education and mentoring in leadership skill and
growing in their calling as Christ’s Disciple.

Ways church members can support our campers this summer:
1. 1. 1. Recycle used ink cartridges – proceeds help with camperships.
2. 2. 2. Donate to the FLPC Camp Scholarship fund to help our children attend camp – contact Andrea
for more information.
3. 3. 3. Get Involved at Camp Fellowship by volunteering or purchasing an item from their Wish List https://www.campfellowship.org/getinvolved

DAY CAMP at FLPC
July 26 – 30
9am – 4pm

Forest Lake is once again partnering with Camp Fellowship to provide Day Camp at our campus for a week of
fun experiential learning, fellowship and connection with the community. Middle School Youth will have an
opportunity to engage in Outreach Mission throughout the week. Volunteers will be needed in many areas
during the week. Watch for more information.

CONGREGATIONAL NOMINATING COMMITTEE TIME!
Since everyone is home - praying and hunkering down! - it is a perfect time to ask you to begin to pray about
who has the gifts to serve as Elders and Deacons in our congregation. The Congregational Nominating
Committee, chaired by Elder Jeff Binnicker, is beginning their process of asking for suggestions.
Elders are those who administrate the business of our congregation and who run our Ministry Meetings. It is
helpful for these folks to be organized and good follow through folks who are wise and mature in their personal
faith.
Deacons are those who care for our congregation. It is helpful if the people who serve as Deacons are
compassionate and other-focused so that they can see the needs of others and don't mind reaching out to connect
with people that they don't already know. Maturity in faith and a love for others is a necessity.
If you have ideas and would like to suggest people to serve as either Elders or Deacons, please email their
names to jeffbinnicker@gmail.com

Notes from the Stated Session Meeting – March 15, 2020
 The Session Meeting began in the Sanctuary where all of the Elders and several of the active Deacons

reflected on the meaning of the sacrament of Communion and then practiced how to serve the sacrament
to our congregation in ways that deepen both the congregation’s and server’s understanding of
communion and ability to worship God.

 Session approved the use of FLPC’s facilities by the Unumb Center for Neurodevelopment (formerly the

Autism Academy of SC) for a summer camp to be conducted Monday through Friday during the weeks
of June 15 and 22, 2020. In a schedule that differs from previous years, the camp will be present in our
building from 8:30-5:00pm each day, Monday through Friday.

 Approved FLPC’s participation in the 50th Anniversary Celebration of Earth Day that will be held on the

grounds of the State House, April 22nd, from 3pm to 7pm. This celebration is being planned by
GreenFaith, a non-profit in which FLPC participates.

 Session heard a report from the Feasibility Study Task Force who was charged in December 2019 with

reporting to Session regarding the feasibility of a capital campaign to address a list of 17 capital projects
identified by Session as needing attention. The Feasibility Study Task Force recommended and the
Session voted to move forward towards a capital campaign in 2020. And they determined to review two
of the proposed projects, based on comments gathered during the feasibility study, and to work towards
identifying a specific benevolent component for the proposed campaign. Before a campaign is launched,
the Session will call a meeting of the congregation to ask for approval of the Campaign and Presbytery
will also be consulted if financing is advised.

 Property Ministry asked for input from The Session and the Congregation regarding the existing

woodshop and the advisability of keeping this equipment and shop open for use. Please contact Elder
William Hunter if you would like to give input.

 Worship Ministry proposed and Session approved a summer worship schedule for summer

2020. Session approved holding one worship service each Sunday at 10:00am beginning June 7th and
continuing through August 9th.

 Session also approved collecting donations prior to Easter that will be given to our denomination – PC

(USA) – for our One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. These donations will be given in memory or in
honor of others and those so honored will be listed on an insert for the bulletin on Easter Sunday.

 Session voted to hold an Officer’s Retreat on the evening of Friday, August 28th and following worship

on Sunday, August 30th.

 Session approved a motion to purchase name tags that all active Elders would be asked to wear that will

identify them by name and note that they are an Elder. This is both to identify leadership to those who
have questions or comments and also to identify leadership in a time of crisis.

 Finally, Session discussed the evolving virus crisis and voted to suspend worship and to cancel Kirk

Night through the end of March. Other meetings will be held, or not, at the discretion of the
leadership. And Session called a Session Meeting for March 29th at 10am to reconsider what steps need
to be taken at that point to secure the health and well-being of our congregation and staff.

Spring Clean Up Day - Outdoor Tasks
Saturday, March 28
9:00am—12:00pm

