Dear Friends,
To Reconcile:
(1a)
(1b)
(2)
(3)
(4a)
(4b)

To restore to friendship or to harmony
Settle or resolve
to make consistent or congruous
To cause to submit to or to accept something
To check (a financial account) against another for accuracy
To account for
(Merriam-Webster Dictionary)

One of the values on which our congregation has focused this year – following the lead of our Officers’
Retreat – is reconciliation. Reconciliation is a hard value to live, and it seems very hard to figure out how to achieve
this high Christian standard. And yet, the Apostle Paul wrote that “in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.” (2 Cor 5:19)
As I wrote these words, I received word that Tina Dillard died after a long, courageous, painful fight against
pancreatic cancer. Tina and Larry are newer members of our faith family. They came to Forest Lake in the midst of
Tina’s fight against cancer, and have been embraced by this community.
There is much about the world as it exists that I find impossible to reconcile: cancer and disease, child abuse,
famine, evil, suffering, grief, and on and on and on. And yet, one of the foundational demands of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ is that we are to be both reconciled to God and to work for the reconciliation of the world. The claim of
our faith is that in some way, that we can’t fully understand in this life, Christ’s suffering for us opened a door that
allows us to be reconciled to God. And that it is our own suffering and grief that most often opens us to the
possibility of being reconciled to God and to one another.
This Lenten Season, in worship and here in our online blog, we will explore together what we believe it
means to be reconciled to God and to be God’s messengers of reconciliation to the world. You are welcome to send
us your observations, ideas or pictures for posting here. contactus@flpc.org How and where have you experienced
reconciliation? Do you believe we can be reconciled to God? How? What must we do to be messengers of
reconciliation to the world?
Holy Lent!

Ellen
Ellen Fowler Skidmore

Forest Lake Presbyterian Church
6500 North Trenholm Road
Columbia, SC 29206
(803) 787-5672
www.flpc.org
Office Hours: M-F, 8:30-5:00

Proclaiming the good news of God's love in
Jesus Christ, to build a fellowship of
Christian Love, and to serve this
community and the world in the spirit
of the Servant Christ.

Please Pray For . . .
Missionaries
* Mark Adams - Mexico
 Shelvis & Nancy Smith–Mather,
- South Sudan
* Ministry of Hope- Lesotho
PASTORAL CARE NUMBERS




Larry Mitchell on the death of his wife, Tina Dillard, on March 2,
2019.
Linda Jackson and Sally O’Bradovich on the death of their brother,
Robert Zeigler, on March 2, 2019.

Ellen Skidmore - 803-463-7586 (cell)
E-Mail: ellenskidmore@flpc.org
Eric Skidmore - 803-543-9859 (cell)
E-mail: zacchaeus@sc.rr.com

Ellen,
I often think about how your church family cares for our community.
This year we have thirteen mentors from your congregation who serve 17
children. They will faithfully give over 255 hours of their time again this
school year.
This is a gift that truly keeps on giving.
I am so inspired by their generosity that I work to play it forward in my
own life.

Stephen
Ministry
Forest Lake Presbyterian Church is a
Stephen Ministry congregation!
If you feel like you or someone you
know could benefit from a one-toone, confidential, caring Christian
relationship, please contact:

I just wanted to reach out and say thank you to Forest Lake
Presbyterian, for doing the walk and not just the talk!
Your work in our community is appreciated!

God's Peace,
Dr. Kappy Steck
Principal - Forest Lake Elementary School

Wayne Harris at 790-0954 or
cell 608-1187 or
harris1973@bellsouth.net ;
Margaret Harris at 790-0954 or
cell 608-1477 or
harris1973@bellsouth.net

Family Promise Host Week
March 24-31

Bettianne Davenport at 782-6256 or
Cell 530-6018 or
bettianned@sc.rr.com

As our next Family Promise host
week approaches, we hope you will consider how you can get
involved. Family Promise is a local nonprofit that keeps families
together during homelessness helping them achieve sustainable
independence. Sixteen Columbia faith-based congregations take part
providing shelter, food and hospitality to our guests. We need your
help and ALL ages can help. Please consider helping in one of the
following areas: providing a meal (serving and clean up) or part of a
meal, spending the night as a host or part of the day on Saturday,
setting up rooms, shopping for food, doing a load of laundry, or driving
our families who don't have transportation. Please stop by the green
sign up board on the Connecting Point desk to see how you can help.
Questions: contact Jodi Beckham or Linda Byrum. Thank you!

KIRK NIGHT

March 13
Menu: Mongolian Beef, Seasoned Rice, Broccoli, Salad,
Rolls
March 20
Menu: Baked Chicken, Rice Pilaf, Succotash, Salad,
Biscuits
March 27
Menu: Baked Ham, Macaroni & Cheese, Vegetables, Salad
Programs: Critical Conversations, Needles & Threads

Critical Conversations:
Muslims and Christians Together
Come listen to stories of what it is like to be a Muslim in
America and have meaningful conversations between
Christians and Muslims to encourage better understanding
that may lead to changed hearts and mutual respect
regarding how we live together in our community. The
FLPC congregation and the congregation of Masjid AsSalaam are invited to attend. Discussion leaders will include
Ellen Skidmore, Tom LeClair, Imam Omar Shaheed, and
members of both congregations. Wednesdays March 13, 20
& 27; 6:15 in the Parlor.

Notice:
Effective March 1, the church office will
close at 1:00pm on Fridays.

Sunday Nursery Workers
March 10
9:00—Jason & Virginia Wetzel
11:00—Julie & Ward Warren
March 17
9:00—Allison & Lyle Lee
11:00—Gisele & Donald Akah
March 24
9:00—Ginny & Daniel Jones
11:00—Liz & Rick Pierce

Calendar
SUNDAY, MARCH 10
8:30 AM—Choir Rehearsal
9:00 AM—Worship Service
10:00 AM—Sunday School
10:30 AM—Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM—Worship Service
2:00 PM—Stewardship of the Car (FH)
4:00 PM—Cong. Nominating Comm (E102)
8:00 PM—AA Meeting
MONDAY, MARCH 11
11:00 AM—Circle 2 (S211)
11:30 AM—Green Congregations (E102)
5:30 PM—Session Coordinating Council
5:30 PM—Stephen Ministry Suprv (S212)
6:00 PM—Stephen Ministry Suprv (S211)
TUESDAY, MARCH 12
6:45 AM—Men’s Bible Study & Breakfast
8:30 AM—Stewardship & Admin (E102)
9:00 AM—Yoga (Parlor)
10:00 AM—Circle 1 (FH)
10:30 AM—Staff Meeting
12:00 PM—Gills Creek Assoc (E102)
6:30 PM—Disciple 1 (S211)
7:00 PM—High School Girls Bible Study
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
4:00 PM—Book Discussion (S211)
5:30 PM—Kirk Night Dinner
6:00 PM—Children’s Choir
6:15 PM—Critical Conversations (Parlor)
6:15 PM—Needles & Threads (E102)
6:40 PM—Handbell Choir
7:30 PM—Chancel Choir
THURSDAY, MARCH 14
9:00 AM—Yoga
10:00 AM—Jesus in the Gospels (S212)
10:00 AM—1st John (S211)
6:00 PM—Deacons (S211)
6:00 PM—FLY at Grouho’s
6:30 PM—Rohr Study (E209)

FLPC Week at Camp – Peace Works
June 23 – 28, 2019
All ages from Kindergarten – 12 grade
Peace is something we wish to others as a
blessing. Every culture has its own words and
stories to describe peace and the work it
requires. Scripture is filled with these stories,
and camp is the perfect place to share them.
Peace is not easy, but worth the effort because
we know that peace works.
Registration is open at https://
www.campfellowship.org/summer2019
th

Remember:
Daylight Savings Time occurs on Sunday,
March 10.
Turn clocks forward one hour before going to
bed on Saturday night.
Flood Clean Up
Saturday, March 30th
8:30-4:30
Join us for a day of working on flood damage in the
Columbia area. We are partnering with SBP who has
been organizing flood clean up in SC since the
devastating flooding that occurred in October 2015 from
Hurricane Joaquin. We will spend the day working in
home(s) in the Columbia area. Space is limited.
Participants must be 14 and older. Ages 14-15 must have
a parent/guardian present. You don’t need any special
skills for this project. Contact Jodi Beckham with
questions and to register.

Congratulations
to Sandra and John Allison on
the birth of their grandson,
Boyd Wyont Allison, born on
February 25, 2019. Boyd’s
parents are Jack and Carolina
Allison.

Stewardship of a Car
What are four responsibilities in driving? Is
driving a car a form of self-expression? How can
my driving habits affect my future? If your child is
embarking on the next milestone of the teen years –
Driving – then here is an opportunity to look at
driving from a Christian perspective. On Sunday,
March 10, from 2:00 – 5:000pm, For est Lake
Presbyterian will hold a Stewardship of a Car
workshop. All middle school and high school
youth, from those anticipating getting permits to
those driving for a few years, are invited to share in
this experience. The workshop will facilitate
discussion of these questions and more, and use
scriptures to explore how driving can be an
expression of their faith. A Blessing of Licenses
will take place at the end of the workshop. Contact
Carter Grant or Andrea Paschal to reserve space.

NEXT SINGLES 40+ LUNCH BUNCH

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Sunday, March 31, 2019 - 8:30 am—1:30pm
Go to www.redcross.org and
search by date to reserve
your donation time.

Sunday, March 17, 2019
following the 11:00 a.m. service.
HENRY’S NORTHEAST
111 Sparkleberry Crossing, Columbia, SC
Make your reservation with Marje Warner, 6996907, or by e-mail, pmwarner2@att.net, by Friday,
March 15, 2019.

Forest Lake Presbyterian Women
All women of Forest Lake Church are invited
to participate in any Forest Lake Presbyterian Women
activities and to attend any Circle meeting to become
acquainted and visit with new friends. "Circles" (smaller
groups) meet monthly for friendship, spiritual
enrichment, missions and Bible Study. For information
please contact Sandy Helfer, FLPW Moderator, 7888111.

Circle 1 – Tuesday, March 12:00am
Fellowship Hall
Leaders: Martie McParland and Sally Templeton
Circle 2 - Monday, March 11, 11:00am
S-211
Leaders: Sally McKenzie and Beth Rozek
Circle 3 - Tuesday, March 12, 6:30pm
At Lucy Leclair’s home (249 Berry Tree Lane)

Follow FLPC
Keep up with what is going on at church through our social media:
Instagram: flpc_cola
Facebook: Sear ch for For est Lake Pr esbyter ian Chur ch,
like our business page AND request to join our closed group
Twitter: @flpc_cola

PW Birthday Offering
Luncheon and Silent
Auction
Saturday, April 6, 2019
Auction opens at 11:00am
Lunch begins at 12:00pm
Tickets on sale now! Wednesday
evenings in the lobby. Sunday
mornings at the Connecting Point
upstairs.

Leaders: Linda Etheredge and Sandy Helfer
Circle 4 - Thursday, March 21, 6:30pm
At Katherine Lockwood’s home (14 Fish Haul Rd)
Leader: Emily McCrae

Kites ‘N Sundaes
Sunday, 3/24 3:00 – 5:00pm
All Ages
All preschool and elementary children (with a parent!)
are invited for a fun afternoon of making kites
and flying them.
Registration fee: Donations for sundaes
Friends are welcome.
Deadline to register – Wednesday, March 20
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?
id=1etl2yVqKffAyC2A+Hg/
Vw==&site=91571&ReturnUrl=events%
2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=4607&EventID=173380&
sn=91571

FLPC Library Update
Have you wondered what was happening in the
FLPC Library? Over the past year or so, the library
has had challenges, not the least of which was a
leaky roof. Property and Education ministry are
continuing to work together to transition the
library. The roof has been repaired and we are
excited with the anticipation of getting new
carpet. So, we are in need of LIBRARY ELVES for
a work day on Saturday, March
16, beginning at 9:00am and
includes lunch. Jobs will
include wiping down books and
packing them, cleaning the
shelves, packing up the
computer equipment, and
muscles to move the boxes to a
safe place. Other ways to help –
donate sturdy boxes, such as
paper ream boxes for packing or
donate dust masks for Elves to
wear. Contact Andrea Paschal or Susan McNair for
more information or to volunteer to help.

Ministry Spotlight: The Board of Deacons
The Board of Deacons is a very important group involved in supporting the
life of the church. Deacons at Forest Lake Presbyterian are instructed to
“invite and support the congregation in ways that build community and meet
the needs of the disciples in our community; expressing the care and love of
God for our guest/members in such a way that the care and love of God flow
out of this congregation onto others”.
Over the last year as some restructuring has occurred, the number of deacons has decreased and our
diaconate at FLPC is working to reorganize how we care for the congregation. A part of this is
encouraging members of the congregation to participate in the care and support of fellow
congregants. The hope is that these care contacts will support the work of the diaconate and help provide
more regular and constant care over the years even as active deacons change year to year. These “primary
contacts” can be anyone who has the gift of care and compassion but is not currently an active deacon and
therefore does not have the responsibilities of meetings, etc.
If you enjoy visiting, sending cards, or making phone calls we hope that you will consider becoming the
“primary contact” for another church member or participate in the care the deacons provide the
congregation. The fellow member you can help support may be a long time friend or neighbor or
someone you have yet to meet. Although each member will continue to have a deacon who will help
“keep an eye on” what that person needs, the addition of a “primary contact” will help provided
personalized care as needed. There are many other “part time” jobs as well, card writers or phone callers
are always welcome! We anticipate that this will lead to more fulfilling, lasting relationships among
members of our congregation.
If you would like to become the “primary contact” for a fellow FLPC congregant, would like to find out
more about being a “primary contact”, or would like to be a phone caller or note writer please contact
Rebecca Timmons, FLPC deacon moderator, at rebeccatimmons@yahoo.com or the church office.
Deacons will be available to say hello and answer questions in the Connecting Point Lobby after services
on Sunday, March 10 and Sunday, March 17.

~ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP~
FLPC ADOPTED WATERWAY CLEANUP
SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 3:30–4:30
Everyone! Come to clean up the area around Gills
Creek
behind Schiano’s across from Trenholm Plaza.
An award will be given for the weirdest trash
found.
FLPC has adopted this area through Keep the
Midlands Beautiful.
Questions? Julie Lott juliellott@gmail.com

Rain Barrel and Compost Bin Sale!
For a limited time purchase your Classic Black 50
gallon Ivy Rain Barrel and/or a 65 gallon backyard
compost bin at a discounted price.
Ivy Rain Barrel $68.00
Backyard Compost Bin $59.00
Click here for more info: https://
www.rainwatersolutions.com/products/columbia-sc

LENTEN ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
Critical Conversations:
Muslims and Christians Together
Come listen to stories of what it is like to be a Muslim in America and have meaningful conversations between
Christians and Muslims to encourage better understanding that may lead to changed hearts and mutual respect
regarding how we live together in our community. The FLPC congregation and the congregation of Masjid AsSalaam are invited to attend. Discussion leaders will include Ellen Skidmore, Tom LeClair, Imam Omar
Shaheed, and members of both congregations. Wednesdays March 13, 20 & 27; 6:15 in the Parlor.

Lenten Taizé Services @ FLPC
Taizé Services provide time to worship in a contemplative manner that helps us prepare ourselves for the great
celebration of Easter. Come as you are to the Sanctuary at 5:30pm. Communion is served, and quiet reflection
helps us practice waiting for God. This year, these services will take place on March 24, 31 and April 7,
all in the sanctuary starting at 5:30pm.

Flood Clean Up
Saturday, March 30th
8:30-4:30
Join us for a day of working on flood damage in the Columbia area. We are partnering with SBP who has been
organizing flood clean up in SC since the devastating flooding that occurred in October 2015 from Hurricane
Joaquin. We will spend the day working in home(s) in the Columbia area. Space is limited. Participants must
be 14 and older. Ages 14-15 must have a parent/guardian present. You don’t need any special skills for this
project. Contact Jodi Beckham with questions and to register.

The 40-day Lenten journey is an opportunity to imitate Christ and pattern our lives in the image of the
One we follow.
The Presbyterian Outlook devotions written by editor Jill Duffield will explore Jesus’ earthly ministry
and seek to discern how we are called to emulate it.

~ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP~
The Presbyterian Church USA Earth Care Ministry is offering this Lenten calendar with daily
ways we can observe Lent by caring for all of God’s creation:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/2019_Lent-Calendar.pdf

Holy Week Schedule
All children are invited to be part of the procession and palm waving to begin our 9:00 and 11:00 worship
services. Meet in the Narthex 10 minutes before worship begins. Children’s Choir will be singing at the 11:00
service. Help us prepare the way!

Maundy Thursday is the day when we remember that Jesus ate his “Last Supper” with the disciples before he
was betrayed and arrested. Your own celebration of Easter will be greatly enriched if you participate in both our
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday celebrations. On April 18, there are two opportunities to take communion in
remembrance of Jesus’ last meal with his disciples.
First, everyone is invited to take communion in a “Come-and-Go” service between 4:00 and 5:30 in the
sanctuary. Feel free to come as you are. Communion will be celebrated in small groups of 12 (think
Disciples) in the Sanctuary. You will wait in the Parlor and be escorted into the Sanctuary in small
groups. Each group will spend 15 minutes taking communion together and then you will be free to go.
There is no cost for this celebration, and reservations are not required. Just come!
Second, we are offering again a celebration that includes a partial “Seder Supper” from the Jewish
tradition. The celebration of the Seder leads directly into a celebration of Communion. The Seder
Supper and Communion will be held in the Fellowship Hall from 6-7 pm. The Christian observance of
this ritual meal celebrates not only our tradition of Christ’s last supper but our common Jewish-Christian
heritage. Reservations are required for this event, and tickets are sale now. $8 adults, $5 children.
A nursery will be provided from 4:30-7:30 to serve both of these celebrations. Make plans to attend either the
Upper Room Communion in the Sanctuary or the Seder Super.

This brief service helps us remember the death of Christ as we remember the last words he spoke as they are
recorded in Scripture and sing songs of the Lenten and Holy Week season. The service begins in the light of day,
but ends in darkness to help us understand the depth of the sacrifice and suffering of our Lord. Nursery provided.
This service is relatively brief, but is a powerful preparation for the celebration of Christ’s resurrection on
Sunday!
Easter Sunrise Service - - 7am—Church Parlor
Come informally dressed to the Church Parlor for a more casual and
contemporary celebration of Christ’s Resurrection!
There will not be a nursery provided for this service. Communion will be served.
Easter Sunday School Celebration Breakfast -- 10:00am
All Sunday school classes meet together at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall. Enjoy a delicious breakfast as we
celebrate this glorious day. Nursery provided.
Worship at 9 & 11—Sanctuary
Come ready to celebrate Christ’s Resurrection and to claim the promises of our faith through the celebration
Of Communion! This is the day to celebrate the new life that is ours through Jesus Christ!
Nursery provided.

