Dear Friends,
Forest Lake Presbyterian is uniquely and wonderfully blessed by the strength of leadership provided to this
congregation by the Elders and Deacons that serve us. At the recent congregational meeting, we all participated in the
annual ritual of electing both Elders and Deacons who will begin Officers’ Training in September, and who will take
on active leadership in January of 2019 and serve for three years. This is a significant commitment of time, energy
and presence, and I don’t take their leadership for granted. I hope you don’t either.
I want to ask you particularly to be praying for the Elders and Deacons as we hold our second annual September
Officers’ Retreat on Friday, September 7th and Sunday, September 9th. At that retreat, the current and incoming
officers will be asked to evaluate what happened at FLPC last year and to dream about what might happen in this next
year, all through the lens of transforming head, heart and hands in the service of Christ. In other words, we are trying
hard to be relentless about our focus on bringing and being Good News to the community and world. There are many
wonderful things that we might choose to do, but I am hoping that we will choose wisely to do and to invest in those
things that have the most “transformational quotient”. In other words, what things can we do and participate in that
will help us (as individuals and collectively) change more and more into individuals and a congregation that serve(s)
God’s purposes. The officers will be charged to focus on some values that Dan Holloway and I have chosen as ones
that we believe lead to Christ-centered transformation. They will have time to brainstorm what it might look like to
live out those values as a congregation. And their work over this weekend will be lived out in our midst all year.

Then, Dan and I are going to share the four values that will anchor the Officers’ Retreat in a sermon series that will
begin on September 16th. We will share with the congregation – during worship – some of what the officers and we
believe FLPC should do and become in order better to serve God’s Kingdom. Please pray for your Elders and
Deacons over this weekend, and plan to attend worship from September 16 th through October 7th to hear more about
what your leadership is planning.
I will begin Officer Training for the new Elders and Deacons during the Sunday School hour on Sunday, September
9th. They come to class with me all fall to learn more about both the Presbyterian form of government and about how
FLPC works. Again, I ask for your prayers for that training – both for my teaching and for their learning. I believe
that this training is one of the most valuable things I do for you and our congregation as a pastor. If you want to know
more about this, ask me!
Above all, please pray for the Elders and Deacons of this congregation. The wisdom and compassion with which they
lead is remarkable and is directly tied to the health and vitality of this congregation! Good things are happening at
Forest Lake. Thank an officer, and then thank God!

See you in worship!

Ellen
Ellen F. Skidmore

Forest Lake Presbyterian Church
6500 North Trenholm Road
Columbia, SC 29206
(803) 787-5672
www.flpc.org
Office Hours: M-F, 8:30-5:00

Proclaiming the good news of God's love in
Jesus Christ, to build a fellowship of
Christian Love, and to serve this
community and the world in the spirit
of the Servant Christ.

Please Pray For . . .
Missionaries
* Mark Adams - Mexico
 Shelvis & Nancy Smith–Mather,
- South Sudan
* Ministry of Hope- Lesotho



Family and friends of Mae Brown, who passed away on August 24,
2018.

PASTORAL CARE NUMBERS

Ellen Skidmore - 803-463-7586 (cell)
E-Mail: ellenskidmore@flpc.org
Dan Holloway - 803-367-3093
Email: danholloway@flpc.org

Eric Skidmore - 803-543-9859 (cell)
E-mail: zacchaeus@sc.rr.com

Stephen
Ministry

Thank you!
Dear Ellen, Session, and Congregation,
Thank you for the presentation you made to me on Sunday to mark
my retirement as organist.
The framed accolades, love offering, kind words from Ellen,
Bettianne, and Beth, the announcement of the engraved cruet
nameplate all will become treasured memories for me and my
family.
We have spent a lot of years together, and as we move into the
future, it makes me very happy to realize that Forest Lake is serving
the Lord and our fellow man in so many inventive ways. May God
be with us always,
Love,
Beverly Salley

Forest Lake Presbyterian Church is a
Stephen Ministry congregation!
If you feel like you or someone you
know could benefit from a one-toone, confidential, caring Christian
relationship, please contact:
Wayne Harris at 790-0954 or
cell 608-1187 or
harris1973@bellsouth.net ;
Margaret Harris at 790-0954 or
cell 608-1477 or
harris1973@bellsouth.net
Bettianne Davenport at 782-6256 or
Cell 530-6018 or
bettianned@sc.rr.com

NEXT SINGLES 40+ LUNCH BUNCH
Sunday, September 9, 2018
following the 11:00 a.m. service.
JASMINE BUFFET
7461 Two Notch Road, Columbia, SC
Make your reservation with Marje Warner, 699-6907, or
by e-mail, pmwarner2@att.net, by Friday, September 7,
2018.

Thursday, September 27, 12:00pm
Lunch is $5.00 at the door
Program:
John Allison ~
“The Presbyterian Influence on Winning
the Revolutionary War in the South”
Red Cross Blood Drive at
FLPC
September 9, 2018
8:30 am - 1:30 pm
Sign up to give at
www.redcross.org.
Sunday Nursery Workers
September 2
9:00—Nursery Staff
11:00—Nursery Staff
September 9
9:00—Ginny & Daniel Jones
11:00—Liz & Rick Pierce
September 16
9:00—Cheri & Travis Taylor
11:00—Sara & Kevin Tyer
September 23
9:00—Kelly & Harry Hoppmann
11:00—Christie & Marshall Brown

Pajama Party!
Join us for a fun-filled evening at the next Pajama Party
Friday, September 21 — 5:30pm - 9:00pm
Ages: Kindergarten - 5th grade
Fellowship Hall
Wear your coolest pajamas
(Don’t forget your Teddy Bear!)
Bring your sleeping bag and pillow.
Evening activities will include pizza supper, crafts and games, and a movie.
Registration fee: $5.00 (to cover the cost of pizza supper

CALENDAR

Church Advent Retreat

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
8:30 AM—Choir Rehearsal
9:00 AM—Worship Service
10:00 AM—Sunday School
10:30 AM—Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM—Worship Service
8:00 PM—AA Meeting
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
Labor Day holiday—church office closed

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
6:45 AM– Men’s Bible Study & Breakfast
9:00 AM—Yoga
10:00 AM—PW Coord. Team (E102)
10:30 AM—Staff Meeting
4:00 PM—Education Ministry (Lib)
5:30 PM—Worship Ministry (Lib)
5:30 PM—Service & Benev (E102)
6:30 PM—Disciple 1 (S211)
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
5:30 PM—Kirk Night Dinner
6:00 PM—Children’s Choir
6:15 PM—Teacher Training (Parlor)
6:40 PM—Handbell Choir
7:30 PM—Chancel Choir Rehearsal
8:00 PM—AA meeting
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
9:00 AM—Yoga
10:00 AM—1 Thessalonians (S212)
10:30 AM—Jesus in the Gospels (S211)
4:00 PM—Gills Creek Exec Brd (Library)
5:30 PM– Property (E102)
6:00 PM—FLY at Cookout Restaurant
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
6:00 PM—Officer Retreat (Parlor)

REGISTER NOW FOR MONTREAT 2018!
November 30-December 2, 2018
Montreat, North Carolina
This year’s theme will be Micah 6:8.
Dr. Becky Davis from Presbyterian College will
facilitate a study on what scripture teaches us
about justice and compassion.
Please register by August 31st for this churchwide retreat.
Registration forms and brochures are available on
the Connecting Point desk and downstairs lobby
desk.

~Environmental Stewardship~
Helping the Hungry...
*FLPC KIDS’ GARDEN
VISIT! ~to enjoy God’s Beauty
and pray for the hungry!
BE A “WEEKLY KIDS’ GARDEN HARVESTER!”
Sign up (individuals or families) for a week to Harvest
and Tend
our vegetable & fruit garden that our children have
planted !
You will be shown everything you need to know.
Produce will be taken to nearby Rehoboth UMC Church
Food Pantry.
Contact leepippen2@gmail.com for more information.
“HOME HARVEST FOR THE HUNGRY!”
Home Gardeners, You can share your produce
with the hungry!
Bring it to the basket in the Connecting Point
on Sundays.
On Mondays Environmental Stewardship will donate it
with our produce from the Kids’ Garden.

Matthew Whitehouse Organ Concert - September 23, 4:00pm
Come hear organist and astronomy educator Matthew Whitehouse
present a program of organ works inspired by the stars! This concert
experience includes both historical and modern works accompanied by
projected astronomical images. We'll explore the ancient Greeks' notion
of the Music of the Spheres, discover a piece by the "Father of Modern
Astronomy" William Herschel, and hear some of Matthew's own
compositions and improvisations. We hope to see you there!

Kirk Night Resumes September 5 at 5:30 pm
Menu: BBQ Chicken Sliders (with fixins), Garden Salad, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, Desserts
Please make your reservations by noon on Tuesday, September 4.
Adults $7, Children $4, Family Maximum $25
Continuing Study of Mudhouse Sabbath
Beginning on Wednesday night, September 12th, following our Kirk Night Dinner, we will continue our study
of the book Mudhouse Sabbath by Lauren Winner. This is a continuation of this summer’s study of spiritual
disciplines and helps us consider the meaning of spiritual practices from both a Jewish and Christian
perspective. It will run for seven weeks and Dan Holloway will continue to provide leadership. You don’t
need to have participated in the study this summer in order to be a part of this ongoing study but are
encouraged to get a copy of the book. The study will be held in the Fellowship Hall and you are cordially
invited to participate in this one-hour class.

Cooperative ministry Hosts Medicare Insurance class
Free and open to the public
Medicare & Insurance, Part II—October 10, 6:00 pm
 2019 Medicare Open enrollment information
 What’s the best plan for you
3821 West Beltline Blvd * 803.799.3853

Opening Doors to Discipleship: Bible Background – Online Course
ORIENTATION: September 9, 10:00am, Check-in dates: September 30, October 21, November 11Parlor
Would you really like to study the Bible, but not sure you can find the time? Thinking about attending a
class but not sure you have enough knowledge? Have you thought about attending Sunday School in
your pajamas? Would you like to ‘brush up’ on scripture? This online class is for you! This 12-session
study provides an opportunity to get an overview of the Bible and study some of the important parts of
our faith history. Everything is online and can be accessed on YOUR time line. We will provide checkin dates and communications through the fall to help guide you. This study can be started at any
time. Join us for an orientation to the program or contact Andrea Paschal to get started.

Homeless Assistance Kits - You Can Help
Do you encounter people in need, including Columbia’s large homeless population? A person may be
standing on the street corner with a sign. A person may be at the entrance to a grocery store or other
commercial establishment.
You are reluctant to hand out cash to those in need, and the homeless assistance kits will afford you
an alternative that provides immediate assistance for food, transportation, and information. Keeping a
kit or two in your car will keep the kits available to you when you need them.
Each kit contains:
$5 McDonald’s gift card
One day Columbia city bus system pass
Health and comfort items
Information card
The kits will be available for purchase at the Connecting Point on Sundays beginning Sunday, May
13, 2018. On weekdays, the kits will be available in the Welcome Center. To purchase a kit, please
deposit $8 cash or a check payable to FLPC in the box located next to the kits. The $8 covers the cost
of the kit. The Service & Benevolence Ministry will use the proceeds to purchase additional kits.
Please contact Tom Leclair if you have any questions (803-786-5599; tjllsl@earthlink.net).

50/50 Garage Sale Coming in October!

Want to make some money for you and the church? Well, then clean out those closets and
participate in the 50/ 50 Garage sale on October 20th. On that Saturday FLPC‘s Service &
Benevolence committee will set up a table in the church parking lot for you to sell your wares.
The committee will promote and provide space for the garage sale. All you need to do is
display, sell, split the proceeds 50/ 50 with the church, and then take home any items not sold.
Please note that congregation members wishing to sell or donate items must be present during
the sale to sell and collect the proceeds.
Money collected for the church will be donated to the S&B benevolence account.
If you wish to participate please sign up at the Connecting Point desk to reserve a table or
contact Cindy Welborn (530-8084) for additional information.

Notes from the Stated Session Meeting of August 19, 2018


Received many thank you notes from organizations who receive benevolent support and partnership support
from FLPC, and a thank you from Beverly Salley for her retirement celebration.

 Received updated Child Protection Policy Standards of Behavior as information. The revised standards include

guidance on how volunteers and youth will contact each other using social media. Session was asked to sing
an updated pledge to abide by these new Standards of Behavior.
 Received updates from Personnel Ministry regarding the Organist Search Committee and the implementation

of the newly approved staffing model. Personnel has, with Property’s blessing, accepted an offer to create two
offices out of the one Associate Pastor’s office to accommodate two staff people and allow for privacy of
work. This offer is made as a gift to Forest Lake Presbyterian Church.
 Received reports from Property Ministry regarding the final stages of the completion of the organ purchase and

installation. By September, the Organ Facilitation Task Force hopes to have a written report to give to
Session. Money has been set aside for upkeep, tuning and any future maintenance and to help pay for a final
pipe organ concert on September 23rd at 4pm by Matthew Whitehouse.
 Approved Service and Benevolence’s plans to host a congregational Garage Sale on October 20th from 9am

until 1pm in the church’s parking lot. Participants will be asked to donate 50% of what they make to the
church’s benevolence budget. These funds will be given away at Service and Benevolence’s direction.
 Received thank you letters and notes from the children and adults who participated in the CampMates Camp

this summer. CampMates is the day camp that was held throughout the summer in FLPC’s building on
Tuesdays and Thursdays for autistic children and organized by The Autism Academy of SC.
 Heard reports that the school supply for Conder Elementary collected three bins full of backpacks and school

supplies.
 Received a report on the work of MORE Justice and plans for the beginning of a new cycle of “house

meetings” to identify new areas in which the group will ask for tangible improvements towards the goal of
justice.
 Received both the Review of Procedures Report Letter from the McGregor CPS firm as well as a response

letter written by Business Manager, Murphy Peele, Treasurer, Natalie O’Bradovich, and Stewardship and
Administration Chair, Steve Etheredge. The letter was approved for signature and to be mailed to
McGregor. This completes the Review of Procedures on the 2016 fiscal year.
 Approved a request from the Worship Ministry to invite, over the next two years, several organizations and

persons to preach at FLPC. Worship has expressed an interest in having a current seminary student, a
representative from Thornwell Home for children, a representative from Presbyterian Communities preach as
well as pursuing another pulpit exchange with Northminster Presbyterian.
 Received a report from Tom Leclair and Eddie Bolton from the August 11th meeting of Trinity Presbytery.
 Approved amendments and updates to the FLPC Manual of Administrative Operations and the Session

Organization Chart to reflect changes from three areas:
 The dissolution of the Associate Pastor position
 The dissolution of the Evangelism and Communication Ministry and the dispersal of their duties to other
Ministries, and
 The inclusion of duties and delineation of responsibilities to strengthen our safety and emergency planning.
 Elected Kim Binnicker to serve as Assistant Clerk of Session beginning in September, with the goal of having

her serve as Clerk of Session in 2019.

